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Yonder 
By Madge Teskey Crockett 


WONDER in that land to where 
We march with quick’ning tread, 
That country we so long to see, 
And yet we somehow dread,— 
In that vast multitude untold 
Beside the crystal sea, 
Are we ordained to walk alone . 
Through all eternity ? 


* 

I wonder shall that life reveal 
The truth of heart and mind, 
Or shall we wear a mask to hide 

Our secret thoughts behind,— 
In sweet companionship unfold 
A mete of heavenly bliss, 
Or shall we be as lonely there 
As we are now, in this ? 


I wonder shall lamented friends 
Greet us with outstretched hands, 

Or shall we drift in as one grain 
Among quintillion sands,— 

To roam for aye without a goal, 
Nor aught to mark the years, 

A vagrant, disembodied soul 
Adrift from joys or fears ? 


Away, all gloomy questionings ! 
Has not God’s Word supplied 

A promise sure, unchangeable: 
** I shall be satisfied ”’ ? 

NEWTONVILLz, Mass. 








When God Won’t Let Us 


God often does better by us than we want him to. 
His love will not let us go even when we wish it 
would. Many a man is purposing sin in his heart to- 
day who will be prevented from its doing by God's 
watchful, guarding care. Every man can look back 
over his own life and recall time after time when he 
would have done evil, and could not. If we often cry 
out in desperation, with Paul, ‘‘the good which | 


would I do not,’’ we may also exclaim in glad thank- 
fulness, ‘‘the evil which I would, I cannot do.'’ No 
man in this life is ever abandoned by God to the unre- 
strained fulfilling of his own sinful desires. Sucha 
release must be hell. The Devil is fighting to gain 
that release for us, and God is fighting on our side, 
against the Devil, allthe time. We must batter down 
God's opposition every time we do wrong. Whata 
blessing it is that he is so much stronger than we ! 
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Surface Convictions 

Many try to make wrong right, by finding a new 
way of doing it. Onarecent Sunday some boys were 
playing a game of ‘‘catch.’’ The mother of one of 
them, passing, said, ‘‘ Willie, I do not want you to play 
ball on Sunday.’’ ‘But, Mother,’’ was the reply, ‘¢ it 
is not ball, it’s a potato.’’ And the mother went home 
evidently satisfied that her boy was not playing ball on 
Sunday. Her convictions were only word-deep. In 
some schools and colleges are to be found those who 
say they see no harm in ‘‘cribbing’’ at examinations ; 
whereas if they called it by its proper name of stealing, 
they would not dare try to justify such conduct. We 
should have convictions that are based, not on phrases 
or things, but upon unchanging principles. 


mx 
Using Ourselves Up 


We are in the world to be used, not to be saved 
from use. Such a saving would be dead loss. Every 
one of us is interested, or ought to be, in using our 
powers to the best possible advantage. There is, 
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The Folly of 


NE of the chief dangers in any one’s life-course 
is the inclination to experiment in sin. In that 
direction is unexplored territory, with a touch 

of excitement in the excursion. Sin invites a trial, 
promises quick returns in self-gratification, and keeps 
any thought of the after-cost as far out of sight as 
possible. 

One of sin’s most alluring forms of invitation is the 
call to an alleged harmless experiment in real life, 
a single excursion into that beckoning land. And 
devilish skill has invented no more plausible, and no 
more destructive plea than the frank, open-faced, 
cheery call to ‘‘try it just once.’’ 

Some of us like to think that we are no longer 
affected by such a call as that. There was a time 
when the keen curiosity of youth, the passion for ex- 
periment, the longing for anything forbidden, might 
have caused a great commotion of spirit within us. 
But all that is a thing of the past. We are buried now 
in a press of work. Life lacks the glamour it once 
had. The blood flows slowly where once upon a time 
it leaped. And we flatter ourselves that Satan's 
schemes for our downfall have seen their best days, 
and a lull. has come in the warfare of good and evil in 
us, especially in the tug of that old desire to experi- 
ment in forbidden things. 

But the fight is not over. The form of the testing 
may be changed; the varieties of sin that once 
charmed us may have become detestable and loath- 
some, yet ears that are deaf to the call of these remote 
and hated sins are still capable of listening to the call 
of other sins, in the old and strangely plausible ap- 
proach with their plea of ‘‘just this once.’’ 

It is a curiously effective: plea. _ After all we have 
learned about our -proneness to become creatures of 
habit, after idl.we have observed in: the failing lives 
of others; after all the agony we have suffered in the 


perhaps, some danger of overwork,—this is called 
‘‘burning the candle at both ends.’’ But there is 
still greater danger of under-work. The man who is 
afraid to use himself up is in that danger. We are 
here to be used up ; we must not forget that. To do 
anything worth doing costs vitality. As John R. Mott 
said the other day, speaking at the Young People’s 
Missionary Convention in Pittsburgh on ‘‘ The Con- 
secration Adequate to Victory’’: ‘* We are to be care- 
ful of our health, yet not too careful. I do not forget 
that while we should not burn the candle at both ends, 
the candle melts away if it gives out light.'" The un- 
diminished candle makes a pretty ornament where no 
light is needed, and thatisall. It has got to grow less 
when it really gets down to business. So must we. 
No healthy person has any right not to feel used up 
when bedtime comes. 
Pd 


The Uplift of Sunshine 


Sunshiny persons and places area reflection of 
Heaven. One of the new Canadian provinces goes 
familiarly by the name of Sunny Alberta. Immigra- 
tion promoters make use of this cheerful epithet to 
attract new settlers, and to it they attribute much of 
their success. Albertans areso won over by the many 
bright days that, even in their summer snow-storms, 
they twit one another pleasantly with ‘‘ Sunny Alberta!’’ 
Some soul or other in our circle of contact is al- 
ways shivering in life's summer snow-storms, though 
he hide it like a herc ; and he needs sunshine to warm 
him up. Are we giving it tohim? What is the per- 
sonal climate that we radiate? Does he catch any 
sun and cheer and health from us? Does he think 
of us at all in his heart's hard weather ? 
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Just this Once 


struggle to recover ground lost through experiments in 
evil, it would seem that sane men and women, young 
and old, would be as cautious against the approach of 
the old ‘*just this once’’ plea as against the approach 
of a pleasant-faced thug and cutthroat well known to 
his intended victim. We know what he is after. But 
we let him come on to close quarters—well, just this 
once. And what more could he want? 

The persistence of temptation is such that no man 
can comfortably assure himself that this method of 
testing has ceased in his case. A man of established 
principle, of upright life, will by no means escape the 
testings of ‘*just this once.’ Every strong principle 
he has will be attacked again and again, and many 
an argument will be pressed upon him to prove that 
while his principle is right enough in its way, he 
oughtn’t to be so hidebound, so strait-laced, as to 
stick to that principle in ¢#zs case, when his own in- 
terests and the interests of others will suffer by his 
peculiar notions. 

A Christian college student at the end of a long and 
taxing course found himself face to face with a Mon- 
day examination for an important professional posi- 
tion. A long, quiet Sunday offered a rare opportunity 
for study, and yet that student, on principle, had not 
studied on Sunday during his whole college course. 
What should he do? He might break his rule just 
this once. He was keenly anxious about the exam- 
ination. The struggle was severe. But he deter- 
mined to spend that Sunday in rest and in Christian 
work as usual. In a letter to a friend he wrote : 
‘*About my chance, I don’t think I have much. 
Whatever comes I shall accept in good grace, realiz- 
ing that it is not my will, but His.’' That student did 
not secure the desired position, but he had already 
passed: with honors a severer test than any professional 
examination, and he is unshaken in his conviction 
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that he had no right to let go his principles to get 
more preparation for the test. 

In contrast to this type of man is the man who as- 
sents to the rightness of certain. principles and prac- 
tises them nearly always, almost without a_ break, 
hardly ever turning aside from them. He cannot 
fairly be called a man of principle, because you can- 
not be quite sure that he will think it desirable to 
stand by those principles under all circumstances. 
Once in a great while be has chosen to ignore in an 
open-eyed, perfectly frank way what he has been 
known in general to hold. ‘To do what he did **just 
once’’ seemed to count for so little with him that 
you wondered how often the ‘just once’’ might be 
repeated if the desire*were strong enough. 

The American total abstainer who takes wine in 
Europe need not wonder at the lifting eyebrows and 
incredulous smile of some of the home folks who saw 
him dining over there, and who listen to his total ab- 
stinence pronouncements at home. The American 
Sabbath-keeper who is strict with himself and his 
family at home, need not be surprised to find himself 
and his nation lowered in the eyes of the Italian 
Christian who is asked to guide him to shops and 
shows on Sunday. The teacher who on principle 


never goes to the theater at home, but who decides to 
go when on a visit to the metropolis, just to see what 
it is like, understands only too thoroughly the folly of 
when she is greeted from the next row 


«just this once 
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by one of her scholars whom she has been trying to 
help in the overcoming of the theater-going habit. 

And even though no one in our acquaintance ever 
knows of these deliberate departures from our princi- 
ples, what a fearful loss there is in our inability hence- 
forth to say squarely that these things we have wholly 
let alone! A reformed man was once telling at North- 
field some of his terrible experiences of sin, and press- 
ing home upon the spellbound audience the reclaim- 
ing power of Christ, when a minister on the platform 
leaned over to Mr. Moody and whispered, ‘‘I wish I 
had such a story as that to tell."". ‘Oh !’’ exclaimed 
Moody, ‘‘don’t say that! Thank God you haven't. 
Thank God you haven't!”’ 

No single experiment in sin can possibly be made 
without bitter results. We must not, as we value our 
allegiance to Christ, even begin to get used to the 
notion that the curse of sin is in its continuance. 


The true testing-quality of ‘*just this once’’ lies in its - 


appeal to us to consider a single wrong act as morally 
unimportant, easily put into the background of life, 
and well worth experiencing while it lasts. We can 
assent to this, and set in motion a long procession of 
regrets, and wrestlings, and ugly personal problems ; 
or we can meet the sinister sophistry with a rock- 
ribbed ‘*No.’’ Who of us in his right mind would 
not choose the clear, high levels of the land entered by 
that stout refusal, in preference to the tangled swamps 
of an experiment in sin? 





Is There Hope for Backsliders ? 


The soul that has never backslidden, from the 
moment of first finding Christ to the moment of leav- 
ing this world to be forever with Christ, would prob- 
ably be in a very small minority of the saved sinners 
of the universe. Therefore most of us need the com- 
fort of knowing that Christ's power is equal to the 
task of saving even the backslider. And that comfort 
we may have abundantly. 

A reader who seeks light as to this describes his own 
experience as follows : 


I should be greatly obliged if you would give me a word on 
the presence (or absence) of the Holy Spirit. Years ago, while 
in a backslidden state (backslidden in heart), | was almost 
driven to despair by a sudden vision of the sixth and tenth 
chapters of Hebrews. Recently, after a more or less protracted 
period of negligence in my religious life, that specter confronted 
me again. 4 am living in almost perfect obedience, so far as 
I know, —indeed, I think I can leave off the qualifying adverb. 
I am not aware that I have committed a sin this year, and I 
am trusting my Saviour. : 

But, following the despondent period mentioned above, I 
was for a long time exultingly, ecstatically happy ; and it is a 
great grief to me that I have not the joy, the exultation, and 
the absolute confidence I then had. Do you think it possible 
the Holy Spirit has given me over to hardness of heart? I 
have been a member of the church for thirty years, and a 
steward for twenty years, and am considered a most useful and 
exemplary church-member. But my religious life has not the 
dynamic force it ought to have and would have if i had always 
been true. I have sometimes felt that I might have incurred 
the curse in, ‘t The backslider in heart shall be filled with his 
own ways."’ But then, I love God and his people and his 
church and everybody. I have this year triumphed over evil 
thoughts, and I hardly think I could do so without the help of 
the Holy Spirit. 

If you can drop me a line or two, I am sure it will be 
greatly helpful to me, and I shall owe you a debt of lasting 
gratitude. 


One thing is certain : the Holy Spirit is more eager 
to enter every man’s heart than is any man to have 
him enter. If this man longs for the Holy Spirit, he 
may be very sure that the Holy Spirit is not disregard- 
ing that longing. But he seems to think that he can 
test the presence or absence of the Spirit by his /ee/- 
ings. That is an entire mistake. To feel happy is 
not necessarily evidence of the presence of the Spirit. 
To feel unhappy is by no means sure evidence of his 
absence. There is something more stable and definite 
than our feelings ; itisGod’s word. And God in Christ 
has said : ‘*If ye then, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto your children, how much more shall 
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that 
ask him ?’’ If one has surrendered to God, and has 
accepted Christ as Saviour, and, claiming Christ's 
promise, has asked God for the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
and then doubts whether the Holy Spirit has come 
into his life, whom is he doubting ? Not self, but God. 
There is no room for doubt, if one is ready to take 
God at his word. Our feedings are certainly a poor 
reason to set over against God's plain promise. 

As for those passages in Hebrews, especially He- 
brews 6 : 6, there is no reason to suppose that they 








are intended to controvert the message of all the rest of 
the Scripture, Old Testament and New. The meaning 
of the verse cited is not plain, and perhaps never will 
be on earth. It has been puzzled over, and variously 
and unsatisfactorily interpreted, for centuries. But, 
as has been pointed out here before, 20 commentator 
has ever suggested that it means that God will refuse 
to forgive a sinner who has backslidden from a state 
of grace, and who again secks pardon and acceptance. 
Dean Farrar has said, for example: ‘*To close the 
gates of repentance to any contrite sinner is to contra- 
dict all the Gospels and the Epistles alike, as well as 
all the law and the prophets.’’ And Jesus said, 
‘«Whosoever liveth and believeth on me shall never 
die.’’ It is Letter and safer to believe firmly in the 
scores of plain, unmistakable texts in the Bible that 
show God's readiness to receive any soul that turns to 
him for help, than to be troubled over one or two pas- 
sages that see to suggest something else, but that are 
confessedly not wholly clear in their meaning. One 
whose letter of inquiry on this very subject was pub- 
lished here several years ago pointed significantly, for 
example, to.such passages as : ‘‘ Return, O backslid- 
ing children, saith Jehovah ; for I am a husband unto 
you’ (Jer. 3: 14); ‘* Return, ye backsliding children, 
I will heal your backslidings’’ (Jer. 3 : 22). And he 
quoted D. L. Moody as having said, on ‘ Backslid- 
ing’’: ‘* The most tender and loving words to be found 
in the whole Bible are from Jehovah to those who 
have left him without a cause.’’ Through Isaiah (44 : 
22), God said to those who had first accepted, then 
deserted him: ‘I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, 
thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return 
unto me ; for I have redeemed thee.’’ And through 
Hosea (14: 4): ‘‘I will heal their backsliding, I will 
love them freely.’ What God was willing to do for 
his backsliding children before he sent. his Son to 
earth he surely is not less willing to do to-day. Any 
fear that such promises as these, with which the Bible 
is filled, are not going to stand, is well called by the 
troubled inquirer a ‘‘ specter.’’ Such fear is nothing 
else ; it has no reality. ' 

But when this man gives, as probable evidence of 
the Snirit’s presence, the fact that he is not sure that 
he has committed a sin this year, he is on a wrong 
track. Even if he has lived ‘without a sin this 
year,’’—and only God can know as to this,—that is 
not nearly as good evidence that God has kept his 
promise and has sent the Spirit, as the simple fact 
that God has made the promise. God's making of a 
promise is the best evidence of God’s keeping of that 
promise. God's promised forgiveness and the gift of 
the Spirit come because of our acceptance of the re- 
demption of Jesus Christ and cur surrender to him. 
The presence of the Spirit will be manifested in right 
living ; but the best proof of his presence is God's 
word to us. 

This man says he has not the ‘‘ absolute confidence”* 
he once had. Confidence in whom, or what? Confi- 
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dence in himself, his power to do right, and to please 
God? The sooner he loses all vestiges of such confi- 
dence the better. Or does he mean that he has not 
confidence in God? He does not imply that, nor 
would he probably admit it. If he has confidence in 
God, and, giving himself wholly to God, will trust 
God to keep his promises, that is the only confidence 
he needs. He need not seek then for ‘‘ dynamic 
force’’ in himself. God is the only dynamo that the 
saved sinner needs ; and God's dynamic power is al- 
ways ready for our use, provided we have laid hold 
on the connection, Christ. ‘ 

As for that verse in Proverbs about the backslider 
in heart being filled with his own ways, that isn’t a 
‘*curse’’; it’s a simple statement of fact. The back- 
slider in heart zs filled with his own ways, and that's 
the reason he is a backslider. If he continues a back- 
slider, and intends to be a backslider, he ‘shall be 
filled with his own ways,’’ of course; nothing else 
will be forced on him. But when he wants something 
better than his own ways, and turns to God for it, 
there is nothing in that Proverb to suggest that God 
will withhold it. Indeed, when he begins to be filled 
with God's ways, as this inquirer now is, he has ceased 
to be a backslider,—and that is the end of ‘‘his own 
ways.”’ 

There is plenty of evidence, outside the pages of 
the Bible, as to God's attitude toward backsliders. 
Take the case of Jerry McAuley, for example. Jerry 
was won to Christ while serving a term as a convicted 
criminal. He at once went to work for Christ, so 
vigorously that a wonderful revival broke out in the 
prison, and many were saved. The change in his life 
was so marked that he was pardoned in the middle of 
his fifteen-year term. But after he left prison, he fell, 
and it was then that his reputation was made as a noto- 
rious criminal. For four years he was the terror of the 
police and the public. Then he was brought back 
to Christ again. After this he fell again and again, 
five times within eight months. But Christ did not 
give him up; Jerry kept coming back until the time 
came when he never fell again. And it was after all 
this repeated backsliding and reclamation that he 
founded what is now the famous Jerry McAuley Mis- 
sion in Water Street, New York. It would seem that 
God does not intend to block the way of a returning 
backslider. It is only because the love of God in 
Christ will not let go of. the backslider that he ever 
returns ; and the angels in heaven join in the rejoic- 
ing that welcomes him back. 

One closing thought. Jerry McAuley ‘ stayed 
saved’’ after he devoted his life permanently to the 
saving of others. When men get saved, in the Water 
Street Mission to-day, they are put right to work, and 
kept at work, saving others. That is the only way 
they are kept from backsliding, or recovered from 
backsliding. The Editor knows nothing about the 
particular forms of Christian service which occupy the 
time of the inquirer whose letter is under*considera- 
tion. But this question is worth considering: Is he 
devoting himself persistently, daily, to telling others 
individually about Jesus Christ and what Christ will 
do for them if they will but let Him? To triumph 
over evil thoughts is a very good thing ; but it does 
not compare, in joy-bringing and in dynamic power, 
with helping others to triumph over evil by leading 
them, one by one, to their personal Saviour. There is 
nothing on earth that will dispel doubts, and worry, 
and gloom, and that will create joy, and dynamic 
power for Christ, like personal soul-winning. Let us 
trust God for our salvation, and devote ourselves to 
winning others to that same trust, while we resolutely 
turn our backs on our own black pasts that Christ 
is willing to forget if we are. 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


ORD, awaken us to the thrilling and majestic romance of 
thy dealings with men. Chiefly we praise thee for the 
marvels of redemption. We see thy hand in the shaping 

of history and of human thought, through the long ages and 
in many lands, in preparation for Christ's coming. ... We 
rejoice in the mysteries of grace which attended his steps, so 
that in three short years the places trodden by his feet were 
made to bloom forever as holy ground. . . . We devoutly thank 
thee for the supreme skill which, out of the wreck of Calvary 
and the chaos of palsied faith, produced thy conquering church 
and its masterly. New Testament literature. We praise thee 
for Pentecost ; for the recorded words of Peter and James and 
John ; for the conversion of Philip and Paul and Luke ; for 
the strange imprisonment at Czesarea and at Rome ; for that 
mastery of land and sea and storm and human hate and Roman 
imperialism, by which thou gavest form to thy saving truth 
for all the ages since, and for the greater conquests yet to 
come. ... Enable us, we pray, to enter into our sublime heri- 
tage, and to pass it on to our successors augmented. ... And 
open our eyes to see the glowing significance of our own oppor- 
tunity, who are permitted to live and work for the Master in 
an age which also thou hast thus made illustrious, 
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Governor Hoch’s Sunday- School Class 
By Charles M. Sheldon, D.D. 











OME people always = 
express wonder when 
they find a man en- 

gaged in public life, either 
in business or in politics, 
who is also deeply and 
enthusiastically inter- 
ested in religious matters, 
The mere money-getter or 
the sheer politician can- 
not understand the mind 
of a different type in busi- 
ness or politics, This 
kind of man is always 
astonished when he reads 
about Gladstone, and the 
fact that he always at- 
tended church services at 
Hawarden. They cannot 
understand how a man 
who had the affairs of an 
empire on his mind could 
dismiss them Saturday 
night and give himself up 
wholly and unreservedly 
to religious meditation 
and study all day Sunday. 

But it is one of the 
hopeful things by the side 
of many things not so 
hopeful that we have the 
Gladstone type of man in 
America. That is, we 
have men who are inter- 
ested in the problems of 
government, men who oc- 
cupy high places pub- 
licly, men who are deeply 
interested and intelligently versed in politics, who are 
at the same time enthusiastic and capable Bible stu- 
dents and teachers. 

In the little town of Marion, Kansas, a place so 
small that one might have to hunt for it diligently on 
the map, the present Governor of the state, Edward 
W. Hoch, has been teaching a Sunday-school class 
for the last twenty-five years. As the editor of a 
country newspaper, he has preached in that pulpit 
during the week, and then continued his preaching in 
the Methodist Church on Sunday. During his four- 
year term of office he has been obliged to live at 
Topeka, and away from his own home, and has not 
been able to continue regularly his Sunday-school 
work. ‘This has been a source of great regret to him. 

Governor Hoch’s class has been composed of men 
and women in the church and out of it. Its member- 
ship and attendance varies from fifty to seventy-five, 
and under what would be called in modern Sunday- 
school methods several serious handicaps, it has been 
in the true sense a feature of the religious life of 
Marion. 

But when one must teach in a corner of a small 
room occupied by other classes of various ages, with 
a limited time at one’s disposal, subject to the ring of 
the bell, and without the quieting surroundings of a 
separate class-room, there must be a personal element 
in the teacher or in the character of his teaching to 
make the class a success. That this class has been, 
in the largest sense, a success is the unanimous ver- 
dict of the members themselves. Let two or three of 
them speak concerning the effect of the Governor's 
methods, and the influence of the class as the years 
have gone by. One says: ‘*When you came into 
his class you knew he would tell you something to 
make you want to live better.’’ That simple sentence 
is one which any real Sunday-school teacher would 
prize perhaps more highly than any other if it could 
be said of himself ; for what is the purpose of teaching 
anything if not just that? This same member of the 
class says that when Mr. Hoch was a candidate for 
the governorship, he received an important telegram 
one Sunday morning, handed him while he was in the 
midst of his teaching, and instantly stuck it unopened in 
his pocket and went on with his teaching of the les- 
son. This was a Gladstonian act that was and is 
characteristic of the Governor, who is a strict believer 
in Sabbath observance, and carries his religious be- 
liefs with him upon the lecture platform. 





life. 


and in government. 





The longer I live the more thoroughly am I con- 
vinced that the only life worth Itbing is the Christian 


Its basis is the Bible, the foundation of all 
things good in individual character, in social life, 
He who builds upon this foun- 
dation builds an indestructible edifice. It is the Book 
of books, the hope of the world. 
other book is so interesting or so profitable. 


The verdict of another 
member of this Bible class 
is this: ‘*I have beena 
member of Governor 
Hoch’s Bible class fora 
number of years. I was 
always impressed by the 
cordiality of the teacher 
and its effects upon the 
class. Every one was 
made to feel at home. 
His earnestness and his 
hopefulness were com- 
pelling, for he always 
talked and looked on the 
bright side of religion and 
the world in general. A 
feature of his class was 
his desire to have all 
points of the lesson dis- 
cussed freely by all, mak- 
ing each member feel 
that he was important. 
Great freedom was shown 
in the matter of invita- 
tions, every one in the 
village who did not go 
elsewhere being invited 
to come into the class.’ 

Governor Hoch’s 
method in teaching is the 
lecture method. He in- 
vites questions, but sel- 
dom asks them, and he 
would sometimes say to 
those invited to join the 
class that they need not 
be afraid of having ques- 
tions asked them. The utmost freedom, however, has 
prevailed in the class itself, and there has been no 
lack of questions poured in on the teacher, many dif- 
ferences of opinion often being freely expressed. 

If Governor Hoch had chosen to be a preacher in- 
stead of a newspaper man he would undoubtedly have 
been an exceedingly eloquent and successful evan- 
gelist. If it were not for the fact that we need such 
men in our political life, we could almost wish that 
he had chosen the ministry. His gifts as a speaker 
are recognized by the people of the state, and he is 
one of the men in public office who are constantly 
gaining in the power of expression and in the ability 
to come at once in vital touch with his audience. 

It is not difficult to understand how deeply he has 
made his impress on the little group in Marion. . He 
is strictly orthodox in his doctrine and in the exposi- 
tion of the Bible. 

The motto of the class has been 2 Timothy 3 : 16: 
‘« Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion which is in righteousness,’’ It is hard to find a 
better text. Governor Hoch’s teaching has had the 
element of permanency in it because he has continu- 
ally emphasized the essential word in that verse, 
which is ‘‘righteousness.’’ As another member of 
the class says, ‘‘ His effort seems to be to apply the 
Bible to the lives of men to-day. There are no fine- 
spun theories, no hair-splitting discussions over doc- 
trines, but the Bible is brought to bear on the life as 
it now is, The eternal question, Is it right? is con- 
stantly coming up. We are asked to apply the les- 
sons of two thousand years ago to our own problems 
and trials and troubles and sins of the present.’’ 

Such Sunday-school teaching is worth while. A 
governor, a president, an emperor or a king, might 
well feel exalted in such a high calling. The unad- 
vertised, simple, direct, homely year-in-and-year-out 
emphasis of righteousness has in it the Abraham 
Lincoln essence of good citizenship. There are a 
good many small-minded men in our churches who 
consider Sunday-school teaching small business. 
They are too busy with their money-making or their 
professional cares to spend any time with the Bible. 
The daily paper, with its half truths or no truths at 
all, is more important than the revelation of God's 
will to man. 

The great men of the United States think differ- 
ently. And it will be nothing strange if from the 
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seed sown by one of them in the little town by the 
sluggish Cottonwood in Kansas a large harvest of 
righteousness in daily life will be reaped for the 
future blessing of the world. 

TorEKA, KANSAS, 
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Radio- Active Texts 
By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 


XI. ‘* To" or ** With”’ 


W* HAVE often read, ‘‘ With God all things are 
possible,’’ Matt. 19 : 26. Has it been with 
the idea that because he is almighty all things 
are possible fo him working the great result alone? 
Beautiful and comforting as that feeling is, it is not 
the whole truth, hence not the best. This Greek word 
‘‘para’’ with the dative Zo 7/eo means in the presence 
of, in an associate capacity, intimacy with, harmonious 
co-operation, as 1 Cor, 7 : 24, ‘‘ Let each man abide 
in his calling with God.’’ Hence it means more than 
man can do, more than God alone wills to do; it 
means all that both associated can do. It vaults 
over the impossibilities of one into the possibilities 
of both. 

If it were one of the possibilities of God alone, we 
might fear lest he would not do it for such creatures 
as we, warped from love of him into love of the world. 
But this interpretation puts the salvation of the rich 
man back into the grand totality of the scheme of sal- 
vation, a perfect working together for the one great 
end of the universe. Hence it cannot fail. Hence 
every one has hope and knows just how to go to work. 
For what man begins, God is bound to complete. If 
we ask, we know that he heareth us. He is bound by 
sacred promise to hear and answer. 

The more this idea of*co-working is brought out, 
the nearer we get to the truth of the Scripture. We 
need such a partner. He is ready to co-operate in all 
things. Paul may plant, Apollos may irrigate, but God 
gives the increase. In him we live, move, and are 
able to have any being. He giveth to all life and 
breath and all things. Paul said, ‘*I can do all things 
in him that strengtheneth me."’ 

Co-operation is the keynote of the universe. An- 
gels and animalculae are all.busy. Earth-worms play 
a high part in bringing the world from disintegrated 
rock to fertile soil. God said the world was very good, 
but he did not say it had come to its designed perfec- 
tion. It was good material, good for man’s work in 
dressing, good for man's development. He was to 
come to dominion, but no one supposes that Adam 
was a master mechanic, running an engine, trolley 
car, automobile, or a submarine cable business. The 
world was raw material, so was man. This is God's 
and man’s world. The agency of each is in every 
part continuously. They both cover the fields with 
corn, open blind eyes, unstop deaf ears, make men 
new creations in Christ Jesus. The first word shall be 
last, ‘‘ With him all things are possible.’ 

UNIVERSITY Park, CoOL. 





Farlier instalments of this series‘of ‘‘ Radio-Active Texts,’’ by 
Bishop Warren, appeared in the ‘limes of August 10, 31, September 14, 
October 19, 26, November 9, December 14, 21, February 8, and 15. 
One more will conclude the series. 


ae 
Expelling the Cholera Demon 


By H. B. Sutton 


OME years ago cholera raged in China. This 
was attributed to the anger of the gods at all 
things foreign. At one place the foreigners 

were accused of poisoning the wells, and two mis- 
sionaries were murdered. At other places placards 
were posted telling the people not to join the church, 
as heaven was incensed against the foreign religion. 

A favorite way to propitiate the demon was for the 
mandarin to order the New Year's festivities to com- 
mence at once, that he might be deceived into think- 
ing it was the height of winter, and so would leave 
the place. Cholera is never supposed to come in 
winter. At another place the people made a straw 
image to represent the king of the demons, dyed this 
red, and carried it outside the city to the execution 
ground, and had it beheaded. 

The missionaries saw their opportunity. The hos- 
pitals were full, and cleanliness and sanitation were 
taught. The gospel of reconciliation was preached 
in season and out. Many books were sold, and 
scores who had been callous and indifferent were led 
to think about higher and better things. 

HANCHUAN, NANKOwW, CHINA, 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


ISTRIBUTE slips of paper, when the teaching 
period begins, containing the following ques- 
tions,—one number to each slip, and one or 

two slips to each pupil: 


1. Have you ever been in deep trouble? What is the 
best way to keep out of trouble ? 

2. Would you like to make absolutely sure of having a 
home of your own in Heaven? How can you do so? 

3. Would you like to see Jesus Christ? How can you 
be sure of doing so? 

4. Would you like to know the sure way to Heaven? 
What is it? 

5. Would you like to be sure of knowing the exact truth 
of all that you need to know? How can you ? 

6. How can you be sure of living forever ? 

7. What is the best way to know God, and to make sure 
of seeing him? 

8. Would you like to know how to do great things in 
life? How can you make sure of this ? 

9. Would you like to have unlimited power and re- 
sources to draw on all through life? How can you? 

10. How can you make sure of peace in your own life, 
no matter how much turmoil you may be in the midst of? 


Ask each member of the class to study his or her 
question carefully for a moment, without showing it 
to any one else, and then to write down the answer 
on the same slip of paper (you will leave room for 
this, and also provide pencils in advance). All this 
should not take more than five minutes. Then let 
the pupils retain their own questions and answers, 
slipping them out of sight in their Bibles or hymn- 
om for the time being, and turn to the lesson in 
John. ‘The slips will be called for later. 


The Lesson Teaching 


We want to find (tell the class) in this fourteenth 
chapter of John, facts that shall enable us to put into 
a sentence of three short words the answer to all the 
questions that you have just been considering. One 
and the same answer will answer them all. No one 
is to suggest the answer as we study together, but 
all are to be looking for it all the time. Later on, at 
the close, all will have a chance to give it. 

Now take up the following verses of the chapter in 
the class, making sure that all understand the mean- 
ing of each verse: I-15; 19, 21, 27. (The verses re- 
lating to the coming of the Holy Spirit may be left 
for study next Sunday, when the lesson is devoted 
to that subject.) A good way to accomplish this is to 
call on one pupil to read a verse aloud, and on an- 
other to tell what it means,—not passing directly 
around the class in this, but skipping from one pupil 
to another, so that none will know when his or her 
turn is coming. Add your own explanation and 
comment only when needed, using such material as 
the following: 


Why the disciples were troubled (Riddle, on v. 1), 

No such thing as real trouble for one who believes in 
Christ (Ridgway, I, 2). 

To find no room ready at the end of a long journey was 
a common experience to an Oriental traveler; hence the 
comfort of Jesus’ assurance in verse 2 (Howie). 

Mrs, Sangster’s experience, of the big, hospitable, many- 
lighted house at the end of her night-time journey, a sug- 
gestion of heaven (Sangster, 3). 

What we may be sure the heavenly mansions will xo¢ 
be (Foster, 3). 

What we do know about Heaven (Foster, 4; Illustra- 
tions, 3). 

What Jesus meant by ** I come again 
3 and 18). 

How Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life (Riddle, 
on v. 6). 

How seeing Jesus is seeing the Father (Riddle, on vs. 
8-10). 

Christ’s peace is not stagnation (Illustrations, last para- 
graph ; Sanders, 7). 

What may we pray for *‘ in his name ’’ ? (Foster, 5, 6.) 


” 


(Riddle, on vs. 


After the class has thus gone over the lesson with 
you carefully, ask all to write down on their question 
slips, under the answer already given, their idea of 
the three-word answer that you have said was to be 
discovered from the teaching of the lesson. Then 
call for the answers, by reading aloud the questions 
(of which you will have kept a copy yourself), and 
asking each pupil, when his question is read, to re- 
spond by giving, first his original answer, then the 
answer that he set down at the close. 

It may be that some of the pupils will have given 


LESSON 5. MAY 3. OUR HEAVENLY HOME 


John 14. Commit verses 2, 3 


Text: In my Father’s house are many mansions.—John 14 : 2 


1 Let not your heart be troubled : ! believe in God, believe 
also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many ? mansions ; if 
it were not so, I would have told you ; for I go to prepare a 
place for you. g And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
come again, and will receive you unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also. 4 8 And whither I go, ye know the 
way. 5 Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither 
thou goest ; how know we the way? 6 Jesus saith unto, him, 
I am the way, and the truth, and the life : no one cometh unto 
the Father, but* by me. 7 If ye had known me, ye would 
have known my Father also: from henceforth ye know him, 
and have seen him. 8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, show us 
the Father, and it sufficeth us. 9 Jesus saith unto him, Have 
I been so long time with you, and dost thou not know me, 
Philip ? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father ; how say- 
est thou, Show us the Father? 10 Believest thou not that I 
am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I say 
unto you I speak not from myself: but the Father abiding in 
me doeth his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father, 
and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works’ 
sake. 12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on 
me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works 
than these shall he do ; because I go unto the Father. 13 And 
whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If ye shall 5'ask any- 
thing in my name, that will I do. 


10r, ye believe in God *%Or, abiding-piaces % Many ancient 
authorities read And whither J go ye know, and the way ye know. 
4 Or, through 5 Many ancient authorities add me. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
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Teaching Nuggets 
By Henry F. Cope 


The best way to find His way is to do His will. 

Knowing about Jesus does not have the same effect 
as knowing him. 

The heavenly companionship ts the school of the 
highest charatter 

Duty-doing in the present ts the best solvent of 
doubt as to the future. 

The infinite friendship ts the best promise agairst 
an eternal separation. 

If you do not find heaven on the way, you do not 
know the way to heaven. 

One ts prepared for anything when he knows what 
God is preparing for him. 

His prospect of heavenly mansions ts small who 
zs content to leave his brother in earthly tenements. 

Our sorrow ts but the shortsightedness that re- 
fuses to see that God has other rooms than those 
of this life. 

CHICAGO. 








the same answer at the beginning and end of the 
lesson study. Afterall have reported, you are ready 
to tell them your answer to the questions, which is: 
‘* BELIEVE IN Jesus.” Let them run over their ques- 
tions again, if they wish, and test this answer in 
view of what they know now of the fourteenth chap- 
ter of John. 

To believe in Jesus is to have faithin him. And 
‘‘faith is that act by which one person, a sinner, 
commits himself to another Person, a Saviour.” It 
means, too, that we love Jesus. How may we show 
our love for him? Verse 15 gives the answer. 


Light-Gleams from the Lesson-Writers 


A good way to make a beginning in a difficult lesson for 
boys is shown in Mr. Foster’s use (first two paragraphs) of 
some of Mr. Pierson’s suggestions. 

To get into the atmosphere of the occasion, and catch 
the spirit of the message, read Professor Sanders’ ‘Sec- 
tion I. 

The true home life is the Heaven life (Gordon, through- 
out). 

A suggestive comment on the meaning of ‘‘ For the 
Father is greater than I ’’ (Riddle, on v. 28). 

We get interest on our heavenly legacy long before ithe 
legacy is due (Illustrations, 1). 

Five promises of Jesus to his followers (Sanders, last 
five paragraphs in Section III). 








Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


How to Locate this Lesson 


HE washing of the disciples’ feet led to the an- 
nouncement of the betrayal. Judas then with- 
drew, and the Lord’s Supper was instituted 

(this order is transposed by many, but is to be pre- 
ferred). At the close Peter’s denial was predicted, 
and the incident about the swords (Luke), probably 
followed. ‘The long discourse from which this lesson 
is taken is connected by John with the prediction of 
the denial. Matthew and Mark place this prediction 
on the way to Gethsemane. It may have been re- 
peated. ‘This discourse is the fullest revelation, in 
words, made by Jesus to the faith of his disciples. 

Place.—The upper room in Jerusalem. 

Time.—Late in the evening of Thursday, April 6, 
year of Rome 783; that is, A.D. 30. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 1.—Let not your heart be troubled: By the 
sare 8 of chapter 13 : 33, 36, and probably that of 

eter’s denial. 

Verse 2.— Mansions : Or, ‘‘ abiding-places.” Many 
homes in one house.—For / go: ‘* For” is well at- 
tested, and adds force to the passage. 

Verse 3.—/ come again: Or, ‘‘am coming.” The 
present tense suggests a certainty and probably a 
continued action. Hence the reference is not to the 
second advent (parousia), but to the coming of the 
Comforter. See below. 

Verse 4.—The shorter reading in the text of the 
Revised Version is attested by the best Greek manu- 
scripts. 

Verse 5.-—-7homas: He here appears as. a ques- 
tioner, if not a doubter (comp. chap. 20 : 24-29). 

Verse 6.—/ am the way, and the truth, and the 
life: ‘*The way” is the prominent thought, as verse 
5 and the close of this verse indicate. Christ is the 
way because he is ‘‘the truth,” all true knowledge of 


the. Father .centering:; in.him..»dde,is .“ the life,”?; 


bringing us into vital fellowship with the Father, 
Hence xo one cometh unto the Father, but by me: 
‘‘Through” suggests more fully the thought .of 
‘‘the way.” 

Verses 8-10.—PAzlip: One of the earliest group of 
disciples (John 1 : 43).—/? sufficeth us: The answer 
is: To have seen Jesus should have sufficed, because 
of his relation to the Father, since the words and 
works of Jesus were really those of the Father. 

Verse 12.—Greater works than these: Spiritual 
results, which our Lord everywhere places above 
miracles, properly called ‘‘signs” in this Gospel.— 
Because I go to the Father: This would give thema 
ground of petition (v. 13), and result in the coming of 
the Comforter (vs. 16-18); hence the ‘‘ greater works,” 

Verse 16.—/ w#tll pray the Father; The verb 
means to ask a question, or to make request of. It 
gives prominence to the person of whom favor is 
sought, while ‘‘ ask” (vs. 13, 14) emphasizes what is 
asked for (Ezra Abbot).—Another Comforter: Or 
‘* Advocate,” or ‘‘ Helper.” Greek ‘‘ Paraclete.” 
Literally, one called to aid, their Advocate (1 John 
2:1), ‘‘ Comforter” is correct when taken in its 
original sense of one who strengthens. ‘‘ Another,” 
implies that Jesus had been their Helper, and leav- 
ing them would send the Holy Spirit in his stead. 

Verse 18.—Desolate: Greek, ‘‘orphans.”—/ come: 
‘*Am coming,” through the Spirit. 

Verse 19.— Because I live, ye shall live also: Or, 
‘*because I live, and ye shall live.” Either view is 
grammatical. The former bases their spiritual life 
on his continued life; the latter bases the beholding 
on their life in common. 

Verse 20.—/u that day: Probably referring to the 
day of Pentecost. 

Verse 22.—/udas (not Iscariot): Called Thaddeus 
(Matt., Mark); Judas, ¢#e son [or brother] of James 
(Luke, Acts). ossibly the brother of James the son 
of Alphzus. Not to be identified with one of ‘the 
Lord’s brothers, or. with the author of the epistle of 
Jude.— What is come to pass: A question of per- 
plexity, as if expecting some startling manifestation. 
The answer points to the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Verses 25-31 have the tone of a farewell. In verse 
26 there is a special promise in regard to the Holy 
Spirit, applicable primarily to the apostles alone. 

Verse 28.—For the Father: ‘‘My” is omitted in 
the best authorities.—Greater than J: Whether ex- 
plained of the -humiliation of Christ, or of the 
‘economical subordination” of the Son, the saying 
would be unnecessary if Christ were not Divine.— 
The:.marginal punctuation of verses 30, 31, in the 
American Revised Version deserves attention. 











LESSON FOR MAY 3 (John 14) 


My Father’s Home 
By S. D. Gordon 


HIS long, quiet, confidential talk that Jesus had 
with his inner circle is the very heart of John's 
Gospel. It is one of the bits of this old Bible 

that has taken hold of the human heart everywhere 
with the rarest tenderness and power. The reason 
why is not far to find,—the Master is talking out of 
his own inner heart. The heart of God is talking to 
the heart of the race, and getting a warm response 
everywhere. 

John himself, the intimate of Jesus, never forgot 
it. It was the one thing he tells about most fully 
when, in his old age long years after, he writes his 
Gospel, giving over one-fifth, almost a fourth of the 
whole space, to it. 

The talk begins with the supper incident in chap- 
ter 13, and runs to the close of Jesus’ prayer in 
chapter 17. Chapters 13 and 14 are in the supper- 
room. Leaving there, they wend their way through 
the streets, probably passing by where the moonlight 
shining upon Herod’s temple brought out the beauty 
of the great vine carved there. Then, not unlikely, 
he begins talking again, using the imagery of the 
vine before their eyes, and so goes on talking until 
they reach-the woods outside the city, the prayer 
being spoken with upturned face as they stood out 
under the blue in the rare light of a passover moon. 

Jesus spoke of going away from his disciples. To 
him it seemed very natural to be going home, and to 
be thinking of home when about to return after his 
long absence. But the disciples didn’t know about 
this home. They could only see that the doorway 
seemed a dark, fearsome thing to pass through. It 
was all strange, uncanny talk to them, even as it 
has always been to most men. All they could think 
of was that ze, their friend, was going to leave them, 
and that grieved them sorely. 

Jesus quietly says, with his heart in his voice: 
‘* Don’t be troubled in your hearts about this. In- 
stead of that, and indeed to get rid of your troubled 
thought, de/zeve,—both in God and in me. In my 
Father’s home, where I am going, are many abiding- 
places, room enough for all of you, as well as for me. 
If not, I would certainly have told you. [am really 
going ahead to get things at home ready for you when 
you come. And when all is ready, Iam coming back 
myself to take you home, and attend personally to 
receiving you there, so we may be together. It will 
be heaven to me ‘because -you will be there-to share 
it with me. And it will be heaven to you because the 
Father and I will be there.” And then as they ask 
their puzzled questions, he goes on to explain about 
the Father whose presence makes the home, and about 
the atmosphere of the home. 

Could there be a sweeter, simpler, stronger picture 
of heaven, the after-life, the true, unhurt life, than 
this, that it is home? Ideally, home means love at 
its purest and sweetest and best. Thereis the music 
of harmony, the beauty of all blending together, the 
strength of unity, the restfulness of fellowship, and 
the inspiration to do the noblest and best because of 
the confidence in each by all the others. This is the 
meaning of the word ‘‘home” that the Master is 
picturing here. And thousands of homes are realiz- 
ing in some measure the sweets of this picture. The 
perfection of life, Jesus is saying, is the true home life, 
as realized fully up in the Father’s pronen. Heaven 
is the perfect hcme, and so the full, perfect life. 

The center of that home is “he Father,—even as 
with us on the human level the father and motker to- 
gether. Everything comes from him. The life of 
the home centers in him. He makes it. Each one 
is drawn to him and drawn to all the others, because 
each is drawn to him, The Father is the magnetic 
center. 

The atmosphere of that home is ferfect faith; 
simple, childlike, unquestioning confidence. The 
thought of doubting the Father or any of his other 
children, or questioning in a skeptical way anything 
that is said or done, never enters any one’s mind. 
Though that has come’ to be so much a mental habit 
with us down on the earth that I doubt if we can 
realize how completely it is absent from that home. 

This confidence makes full obedience. Glad, sweet, 
eager obedience to the Father is the instinctive im- 
pulse and purpose of every one up there. 

And there is a perfect omeness, both of interest and 
in the possession of all the home contains. Every- 
thing in the home belongs to every member of the 
family. The power the Father had the Son had too; 
and in turn every member of the family down on the 
earth would have. They would even have more than 
they had seen the Son use, because he was going 
home now to resume the power and glory that be- 
longed to him, and which were freely recognized 
there as his, in contrast with the lack of such recog- 
nition in earth. And he would place all that power 
of his at their disposal. And so they could actually do 
greater things than he had done down on the earth, 
and would as they lived in the home atmosphere. 

Now Jesus says to these men and to us: ‘ Let this 
atmosphere of the heavenly home be the atmosphere 
of your daily life. Let the Father’s presence be your 
atmosphere, even as the air surrounds and passes 
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through your body. His presence is with you just 
like that. . Recognize him. Breathe him in. Live 
in his presence. Practise believing as the child, un- 
hurt as yet by its surroundings, believes. Obe 

simply and fully and eagerly. Don’t let the world- 
atmosphere disturb your personal home-atmosphere. 
All this caz be done, for /have done it. You do it.” 


“ 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie 


N MY Father's house are many mansions (v. 2). 
Around and near the temple were established, for 
the accommodation of priests who came from 

distant district abodes, dwellings, or cloisters. Many 
of the Jerusalem families provided in, or next to, 
their homes *‘ guest chambers” (Mark 14: 14; Luke 
22: 11) expressly for the convenience of Jewish wor- 
shipers who came from different parts of the world 
to attend the great feasts and worship in the ‘* Holy 
Place.” In later times, and down to the present day, 
Christian temples, religious institutions, monasteries, 
and convents provided abodes for foreign Christian 
pilgrims, visitors, and travelers. In towns and vil- 
lages, some of them not more than ten miles from 
Jerusalem, are provided for the accommodation of 
strangers ‘‘ Madafat.” Some of these supply meals 
(more or less free), others merely sleeping-room. If 
an attempt be made to go-.through and beyond the 
original Greek to the Eastern word of which the 
Greek is a translation, it would probably be found 
that the word translated ‘‘mansions”’ is that which 
represents the abodes as guest-rooms, provided by 
natives for the entertainment of strangers. During 
passover season those ‘‘ guest-rooms” and all rooms 
were taxed to their utmost capacity, and then the 
people for whom no room could be found had to get 
beyond the walls and build booths for themselves or 
sleep under the trees. There can be no doubt that 
our Lord and his disciples were acquainted with, and 
sometimes were painfully impressed by, these facts. 
Joseph and Mary were not the only people for whom 
there was no room in the ‘‘ Manzel” (inn, Luke 2: 7). 
Nor was that the only occasion when people had to be 
sheltered in a stable or not at all. Can it have been 
that the inadequacy of human provision for human 
wants (as must have been evident at that time and 
place) suggested an added force to the saying, ‘‘In 
my Father's house are many mansions” (abodes) ? 


“% 
Varied Ideas of Heaven 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan L. Pierson 


HAT is your idea of heaven? In other words, 
what is your idea of the life after death, and 
on what are your ideas based? On this de- 

pends your view of the present life and the way to 
attain eternal life. 

Every religion has its peculiar picture of heaven, 
and the way to reach it. These teachings reveal the 
ideals of the religion, and deeply affect the lives of 
its followers. American Indians dream of ‘‘ Happy 
Hunting Grounds,” where life is free from care and 
game is plentiful. Entrance is assured by bravery 
and by propitiating the Great Spirit. Muhammadans 
look for a Paradise filled with sensual pleasures, 
where innumerable wives and beautiful houris, in 
gardens of luxuriant foliage, and delicious viands, 
await the faithful. The path to this paradise is 
found by wielding the sword of Islam and by fidelity 
in fasting, prayer, almsgiving, and pilgrimages to 
Mecca. The Booddhist, on the other hand, conceives 
heaven to be an extinction of every fleshly desire—a 
snuffing out of the light of life and an absorption into 
the all-pervading deity. The way of life to the 
Booddhist is, in reality, a way of death. 

The Christian view of heaven, as given in this les- 
son, is that of the Father’s house, with room prepared 
for all his children, where they are ‘‘at home with 
the Lord.” It is a place of freedom from fear 
and trouble; a place of peace and service and joy; a 
place where our best desires will be satisfied, and 
baser passions will be forgotten. The way to God’s 
heaven is through Jesus Christ (14: 6). 

Christians differ almost as much in their ideas of 
heaven as do men of various religions, and the result 
is seen in their ideals and their way of life. Some 
live for sport and plenty like the wild Indian. Many 
aim at the gratification of their physical senses, base 
or refined, according to their tastes and training; 
others, like the Booddhists, are ascetic, and think to 
win heaven by self-denial. Christ’s ideal of life 
calls for the use of God’s good gifts for the develop- 
ment of character, for the service of man and the 
extension of God’s kingdom. 

But the best fact of all is that the Christian ideas 
of heaven and the way there are not based on fables 
or on man’s imagination, reason, or appetites, but 
they are revealed to us by God himself. Others 
have lost the road. Let us help them to find the only 
way, and the truth, and the life. 
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The Busy Man’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


ET not your heart be troubled (vy. 1). What is 
trouble? Who knows? Name some troubles 
you know. Psalm 46 is for you if you have the 

real thing. When I was a boy, I certainly had 
troubles enough—but the sorest trouble of them all 
was having to go to school when there was a circus 
in town. Yes, you laugh, and I laugh now; but I 
can tell you it was no laughing matter then! ‘This is 
the way it is going to be some day with our ‘* pres- 
ent” troubles. No such thing as real trouble for a 
believer (John 14:1; Isa. 26:3). This last Glad- 
stone had on the wall over his bed, and he died of old 
age instead of worry. But here is the glorious thing 
about troubles: Nine-tenths of them never arrive. 
John, you were worried sick all last week because 
you thought you were going to be found out. Well, 
you were not—although you ought to have been. 
God is good to you, old fellow,—but beware! Many 
aman has thought discovery was trouble when it 
proved salvation. . 


Let not your heart be troubled, ... believe in me 
(v. 1) What-do you have to be troubled about! You 
are here this morning without an ache or pain. You 
can hear, see, smell, and eat,—yes, and talk. You 
are all well fed and well clothed. All have good 
homes; all have friends. Say, if God has brought 
you along so splendidly all these years right up to 
five minutes to ten this Sunday morning, can’t you 
trust him until ten o’clock, the next hour, the next 
day, the next week, the next year, the next century, 
if need be? Sure enough, ‘‘let not your heart be 
troubled,”—*‘ believe.” Death isn’t trouble, loss of 
property and position, loss of health, — nothing is 
trouble to the believer. Yes, I know all the Scrip- 
ture references,—Jesus himself was troubled, and he 
‘‘ wept,” —but all this was to spare us. As you dis- 
cuss this, don't forget 1 Peter 5: 7; Psalm 55 : 22; 
Luke 10 : 40-42. 


And whither I go, ye know the way (v. 4). But 
these disciples didn’t know, even after three years of 
constant telling. Are you anybetter? They looked 
for an earthly kingdom to the last. It is still the 
same. You fellows are told and told things day after 
day, but you never know them until the catastrophe 
comes. Every automobile victim has been told hun- 
dreds of times that thirty miles an hour on a rubber 
wheel and a dirt road is dangerous, but he didn’t 
know it this side of another world or a hospital. You 
all want to arrive at the high place in life where the 
big pay is. I have been telling you the way, with 
many infallible proofs,—but you don’t take the way. 
You know, in a fashion, that happiness lies Christ- 
ward, but a lot of you never start in that direction. 
Yet you want happiness. Don’t criticise the twelve; 
just look inside at the one (Rom. 7 : 19). 


How know we the way ? (v. 5.) By going to Sun- 
day-school, for one thing. Some Sunday-school boys 
and girls lose their way. That is why Jesus came 
(Luke 19 : 10). George MacDonald, in the story 
‘* Salted with Fire,” tells of a girl of the streets who 
was picked from his doorstep bya minister and taken 
into his study. The minister’s little daughter, up- 
stairs with her mother, says: ‘‘ Mama, who is it papa 
has in the library?” The wise mother replies, ‘‘ My 
dear, it is an angel who has lost her way.” There 
was a day when the mother of this girl and thou- 
sands of other such girls, pressed her to her heart and 
whispered, ‘‘ Mama’s precious little angel.” We have 
all lost our way. ow can we know it? (John 
14: 6.) 


Tam the way, and the truth, and the + spe (v. 6). 
And not only the way to the mansions and country 
of Revelation 21 and 22, but to everything else good. 
He is the way to good clothes, good food, prosperity, 
friends, influence, happiness, and joys the Editor of 
this paper won’t give me room enough to catalog. 
He is truth, too. Suppose we could know the truth 
of things. If I just knew the truth of steam, I would 
be famous. If I only knew the truth of electricity, 
upon whose edges men are experimenting, fame and 
fortune would be mine. If any of you fellows knew” 
the truth of chemistry, the world would make you rich 
and great. The truth of medicine, the truth of astron- 
omy, etc. Two brothers of Dayton, Ohio, named 
Wright, are said tc have discovered the truth of flying, 
and the newspapers say they are now in Europe try- 
ing to sell their secret to iosten war offices for a 
million dollars. Discover some truth, and men will 
reward you handsomely for bringing the blessing. 
Yet it is only Christian nations who are discovering 
these truths little by little. And he is life. It is only 
the Christian who truly lives. Others only exist. 
Thousands to-day with all material things are tired 
of life because they do not live. When they come to 
Christ, life takes on a new zest, and then they live. 
From rich idlers they become the Master’s workers, 
with each day packed full of sweet service (Matt. 25 : 
34-40). 

COATESVILLE, PA. 
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The Hiustration Round-Table 


The Christian’s Interest and Principal—vs. 1, 2. 


ET not your heart be troubled....T1 go to pre- 
pare a place for you (vs. 1, 2). A confidential 
clerk in Wall Street, New York, had an agree- 

able surprise recently. One of the large stock opera- 
tors called him into his private room, and said to 
him: ‘*T have put your name in my will, and you 
will get ten thousand dollars when I die. Now I am 
in good health, and don’t intend to die soon, and so 
I will help in the meantime by paying you legal in- 
terest on the amount. Here is a check for six hun- 
dred dollars, to pay the first year’s interest.” ‘The 
clerk was doubly gratified. The prospect of the 
legacy was good news, and the interest in hand ren- 
dered the prospect a reality. This is, in a far higher 
sense, the believer's position. He does not have to 
wait for death to receive his inheritance, though the 
principal does come then, but daily grace is the in- 
terest and promise of an exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory.—7he Rev. J. Wesley Cosens, Wal- 
laceburg, Ont. From The Sunday School Banner. 


Keeping Heaven’s Time on. Earth—v. 2. 


In my Father's house (v. 2). On the steamer 
Etruria, coming from Liverpool, as we feared New 
York, a group of us were adjusting our watches for 
the last time to the changes in the ship’s time. It 
was home time! A New York physician, whe was 
one of the group, who had been taking a three- 
months’ post-graduate course in London, pulled out 
his watch, and said, ‘‘My watch has not been 
changed this voyage, and you see I have New York 
time.” When asked how that was, he replied, ‘‘ All 
the time I was gone I never changed my watch to 
English time, but kept New York time, soI could 
follow my wife and children all through the day. I 
could tell when they arose, about the time they 
breakfasted, and when the children went to school, 
and when they returned.”’ He was five hours be- 
hind the time. He was living in New York while he 
was in London. So may the Christian live in heaven 
while diligent and faithful in duties of this life.— 
Charles J. Boppell, Spokane, Wash. 


Why It Will Be Heaven—v. 3. 

Where Iam, there ye may be also (v. 3). A boy 
who had been serving the Lord for a few months 
visited a dying old man and offered to read the 
sweetest verse in the Bible. He read the first two 
verses of John 14.' ‘‘ My boy,” said the aged Chris- 
tian, ‘that is a very’ sweet verse; but.look on me, 
my son; do you think it is a mansion that this old 
head is longing for, a pearly gate that these old eyes 
are longing to see, a golden street that these old feet 
are longing to walk? No, no, boy; have the kind- 
ness to read the next verse!” Then the boy read, 
‘*Where I am, there ye may bé also.” The old man 
said, ‘* Now you have got it, my boy; it is the Master 
that I want.”"—Wrs. &. G. Dowen, Norbiton, Sur- 
rey, Eng. From The Australian Sunday School 
Teacher. 


** How I Know I Love You ”—v. 3. 

That where I am, there ye may be also (v. 3). 
Bishop Taylor Smith told of a little boy who once 
crept on his knee and put his hands around his 
neck, and said, ‘‘Canon,”—he was Canon Taylor 
Smith, then,—** Canon, you know I love youso much; 
and do you know how I know I love you?” ‘* How?” 
said the bishop. ‘‘ Because I like to be near you.”— 
Nellie Armiger, Baltimore. From The Christian 
Endeavor World. 


The Gain of Expectancy—v. 3. 

I come again (v. 3). The late A. J. Gordon once 
told of spending his summer out of Boston, and of 
his children who played throughout the long day in 
the dirt; but when they knew that he was coming, 
their hands and faces would be clean as they met 
him at the station. One day he went away, and 
said, ‘‘ Now, children, I do not know when I shall 
return. It may be to-day, perhaps not for some 
little time.” Asa matter of fact, it was one whole 
week before he came, but the children met every 
train that came in; filled with expectancy they 
looked for him, and the distinguished pastor said that 
this expectation kept them clean for the entire week. 
So should the thought of Christ’s coming influence 
us.— Zhe Rev. W. Thorburn Clark, Carrsville, 
Va. From Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman, in The 
American Messenger. 


How Tom Dutton Was Brought to Christ—v. 13. 
Whatsoever ye shall ask (v. 13). When Mrs. 
William Booth, wife of the Salvation Army Com- 
mander, was dying, in 1890, she called to her bed- 
side the friends and servants of the family. To each 
one she gave some special message. To her friend 
Mrs. Dutton she said, ‘‘ Pray on, Tom will some day 
be saved. Hewill sooner or later turn to your God.” 
Tom was a poor prodigal son, a drunken sot, well- 
known as a barrel-house loafer in St. Louis. On 
Saturday, November 4, 1905, Tom came into our St. 
Louis City Mission, and became a Christian. A few 
days later he brought to the mission a copy of The 
War Cry, published shortly after Mrs. Booth’s death, 
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containing the account of her encouragement of his 
mother and prayer for his conversion.—P. V. Jen- 
ness, Kirkwood, Mo. 


What Christ’s Peace Is—v. 27. 

My peace I give unto you (vy. 27). Henry Drum- 
mond has the following: ‘t Two painters each painted 
a picture to illustrate his conception of rest. The 
first chose for this scene a still, lone lake among the 
far-off mountains. The second drew on his canvas 
a thundering waterfall, with a fragile birch-tree 
bending over the foam; at the fork of the branch, 
almost wet with the cataract’s spray, sat a robin on 
its nest. The first was only ‘Stagnation’; the last 
was ‘Rest.’ Christ's life outwardly was one of the 
most troubled lives that wasever lived. But the inner 
life was a sea of glass, The great calm was always 
there. And even when his enemies were dogging 
him in the streets of Jerusalem, he turned to his dis- 
ciples and offered them, as a last legacy, ‘ My peace.’” 
—The Rev. Frank E. Adams, Huntingville, 
Quebec. The prize for this week is awarded to this 
tldustration, 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Frayer Before the Lesson 


UR FATHER, we thank thee that there is peace 
for troubled hearts, that there is a home for us, 
and a Way to that home, provided by thy love. 

Forgive us, we beseech thee, for the blindness which 
has kept us from seeing thee in thy Son, who is that 
Way; and help us to have the perfect peace of walk- 
ing with him. May we show our love to him by keep- 
ing his commands unquestioningly, faithfully, with 
the constant sense of the presence of the Comforter, 
the Holy Spirit whom the Father has sent to abide 
with us. Amen. 


After the Lesson 

Bibles open, please, at John 14! 
the first three verses. What is promised there by the 
Saviour? A place—-yes, a place for you [write it]. 

Just a little farther along, one of the disciples— 
who ?—protested that he did not know the way to that 
home. ill you'read aloud the sixth verse in answer 
to Thomas’ question? [write ‘‘a Way.” 

Still farther in thé chapter is Jesus’ promise that he 
will not leave his disciples desolate, forsaken, alone. 
And whom does he prémise that God will send to bé 
with his friends? . Yes,.the Holy Spirit,.the Com- 
forter or strengthemer.for you [write it]. . if 

But we are not:through. withthe promises and gifts 
of this beautiful chapter... What did Jesus leave with 
his disciples?) Yes, peace, a perfect peace [write it]. 
And now let us read over very slowly what we have 
written on the board. : 

What. more could Jesus have said! Not only the 
héavenly home promised, but the Way to it, strength 
for the journey, and peace in the midst of all of life’s 
sorrows. 

But his disciples were not merely to drift into all 
this. In the fifteenth verse there is something for 
them, for us, todo. Let us read it. Two thoughts 
stand out—Love and Obey [write it]. 

If any of us are missing the way, are weakening in 
life’s fight, are troubled and without peace, and 
hardly dare count upon that heavenly home, perhaps 
it is because we have lost sight of those two words. 
Will you think it over—and pray about it? 

A COMFORTER 


A PERFECT PEACE FOR YOU 


LOVE — OBEY 


Look with me at 





A PLACE 
A WAY 











¢ 
Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘* Bible Songs ’’) 


«“@ think of the home over there.”’ 


* 


Psalm 119 : 37-40. 


**Children of the heavenly King.’’ (174 : 37-40. 247 : 1-4.) 
‘That will be heaven for me."’ Psalm 93 : 1-5. 
(29 : 1-4. 47:1, 2.) 


‘*When I can read my title clear."" Psalm 73 : 18-23. 


‘« There is a blessed home."’ (rot : 9-13. 15% : 1-4.) 

“I'm but a stranger here.’’ Psalm 16 > pe Z ) 

‘*Oh, that will be glory for me.”’ PA fa oe ol sins 

**'Yell_ mother I'll be there.”’ (#231 1-4. 90,: 1-4.) 

** Over the river faces I see’’ (Alex- #4 appendix in some 
ander song). editions, 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 
Monday.—John 14 : 1-14 


Tuesday.—John 14:15-31f °° °° °° Our heavenly home 
Wednesday.—2 Cor. 5:1-9 ...... . The eternal home 
‘Thursday.—John 17:20:26 ....... .‘* Where I am” 


eo a ee “The Holy City”’ 
- - « The happy citizen 
MPs ace 626) 65 lee ot ee 


Fridav.—Rev. 21 : 1-7 
Saturday.—Rev. 7:9-17. ..... 
Sundav.—2 Tim. 4:1 
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Graded Helps 


The Adult Bible Class 
By Professor Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Commandment of Love and the Promises 
of Reunion, Power, Instruction, and Feliowship 





I, THe GENERAL PREPARATION (John 13 : 31 to14 : 31) 
[For each member of the Bible class.]_ 


HERE is hardly a word that could be spared in 
this chapter and a half. It is crowded with 
sayings which grip the heart. Probably it is 

not to be read as a stenographic report, reproduced 
word for word and with every word included, but as 
the substance of a long conversation, frequently 
broken and renewed, reproduced in the very words 
of the Master. 

When the traitor had departed, Jesus turned to the 
eleven with a word which reveals his thought of the 
quick accomplishment of his earthly task, with an 
announcement of a quick departure,—for which, as we 
note, the disciples were unprepared; and with the 
new commandment of mutual love which gave the 
keynote to their intercourse and to the life of the 
Christian community in subsequent days. 

The fourteenth chapter is full of great promises. 
Their dejection at the thought of immediate separa- 
tion from the Master led naturally to the comforting 
promise of a heavenly and permanent reunion with 
him in his Father’s house. Thomas is not clear 
about the way of getting thither; Philip asks for a 
direct vision of the Father, whereupon Jesus declares 
explicitly that his whole reason for being in the 
world has been the revealing of the personality, the 
purposes, and the ideals of God. 

The next declaration must have filled the disciples 
with awe. Those who were his devoted followers 
would witness and execute triumphs of the gospel 
which would be far greater than any they had wit- 
nessed. The mighty power of prayer would be ex- 
hibited (12-14). 

But lest they be overwhelmed by the thought of 
what they would have.to achieve, Jesus also declares 
that another and permanent ‘‘comforter” would be 
with them, helping» them ‘to know the. needful truth 
(16-17, 25., 26)e. ss 


e VAP eve bt vem atere® "e+ ot slice sent lt 
He, too, would come to them in a new and perma- 


nent relationship which would be’ very feal and issue 
in their loving obedience (18-21), and in the steady 
growth of their comprehension of him, 

‘Therefore he would leave with them his own peace 
(27). This was a great promise. “Nothing had’ been 
more characteristic of Jesus than his unruffled spirit 
amidst the keenest disappointments and sorest trials. 
No legacy was of greater value for them in the 
troubled days which they confronted. 

The conversation had to come toaclose. The end 
was near. Satan would make his last attempt to 
conquer, but in his seeming victory would fail, The 
exhibition of devoted love to the Father given on the 
cross would be the convincing proof to the world of 
the reality of the message and mission of Jesus. 


II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 

A leaflet containing the names and prices of reference works bear- 
ing on the current lessons will be mailed by The Sunday School ‘Times 
Co., upon request, for a two-cent stamp. 

Besides Riggs’ ** Messages” (pp. 272-289), Bos- 
worth, in ‘‘Studies in the Life of Jesus Christ” 
(pp. 241-243), has a very.clear interpretation of this 
chapter. ‘‘ The Central Teaching of Jesus Christ” 
by Bernard is a classic on chapters 13 to 17, but. ob- 
tainable only at second-hand. 


III. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON. 

[This section aims to outline, in a form suitable for discussion, the 
themes in which adults will be interested. It is intended to afford hints 
for a variety of treatments rather than one unvarying method.] 

The distinctive element in this lesson seems to be 
the striking promises made by Jesus to his true fol- 
lowers. 

Glorification (13 : 31, 32).. Was — exulting 
over his coming sacrifice? Was this feeling normal ? . 

The New. Commandment (13 : 34, 35). Had it not 
been expressed to them before? In what sense was 
it new ? 

The Promise of Reunion. 
mean to us? : 

The Promise af Power. What ‘‘ greater works” 
(v. 12) has the history of Christianity shown ? 

The Promise of Instruction. Can we instance 
cases of the current fulfilment of this promise ? 

The Promise of Fellowship. Why was this to be 
better than companionship ? 

The Bequest of Peace. What was this peace ? 


IV. For Home Strupy on Next WEEk’s LESSON. 
(For assignment in advance, by the teacher, to members of the class.) 
1. What do chapters 15 to 17 say about the rela- 


tions of the disciples to Christ? 2. About their rela- 
tions with the world? 3, About the Holy Spirit ? 


Boston. 


What does heaven 








LESSON FOR MAY 3 (John +4) 


My Class of Girls 


By Margaret E. Sangster 


F WE should compare the Gospel of John to a 
cluster of pearls, the fourteenth chapter would be 
the most beautiful of all. The girls have not had 

enough experience of sorrow in their bright lives to 
realize yet the full sweetness of ‘‘ Let not your heart 
be troubled,” but they will learn it lateron. If some- 
body very dear to them, a dear teacher or friend, 
were going away, they knew not where, they would 
feel sad, as the disciples did at this time. 

Ask the class to repeat in concert John 13: 34. 
Tell them that the world had been full of strife, but 
Jesus brought it a new commandment. This is his 
message to us to-day, to love one another. Ask them 
to tell which disciples among the twelve acted as 
spokesmen for the rest, one in the thirteenth chapter, 
and twointhislesson. What do the girls know about 
each of these disciples? Although Jesus was going 
away, he would not leave them without comfort. 

Once, after a long journey I came, at nightfall, in 
the rain, to a beautiful big house, with lights in the 
windows and an open door, out of which friends came 
to meet me.. The girls may think of heaven as some- 
thing like this. The Father's. house is a real place, 
with many rooms prepared by Jesus himself for his 
dear people when they reach home. Years ago, a 
little child was dying. He looked up at his mother 
and asked, ‘‘ What will Jesus say when he sees me ?” 
I am sure Jesus will say something very kind when he 
welcomes you and me to the house of many mansions. 
That house cannot be crowded; there will be room in 
it for all the dear ones, and they will know one an- 
other there. 

Poor Philip, though he had been with Jesus three 
years, had not gotten beyond the alphabet. He said, 
‘*Show us the Father.” Explain to the girls that 
Jesus had been showing the Father all the time. 
‘They all understood this better when Jesus had gone 
away, just as we can appreciate a picture better from 
a distance than when standing close by, or catch the 
beauty of a mountain when we gaze at it from the 
valley below. Then, too, the greatest comfort was 
that Jesus told them to pray with the assurance that 
if they asked anything in his name, he would answer 
them as quickly and as certainly as if he were still 
with them. in Judza.» Remember, girls, that the way 
to heaven is the way that Jesus trod, and that he went 
over it to prepare a home for those-whovare his own. 


Home Work for the Girls on Next Week’s Lesson 


1. Whom did Jesus say that hé would ‘send to the 


disciples? 2, From whom would this ‘person come, 
and what should be his name? 3. What would the 
disciples do after Jesus left them? 4. Why would 
they greatly need the Comforter? (Find the answer 
in John 16: 2, 3.) 5. How had Jesus prepared them 
for persecution? 6. What wonderful errand would 
the Comforter have to the whole world ? (vs. 7-11.) 


b 4 
My Class of Boys 


By Eugene C. Foster 


“ HAT did the American Indians think about 
heaven?’ was a question which effectually 
introduced a subject which I had dreaded 

to bring to my boys. That is, I had been puzzled to 

know how to arouse these boys’ interest in heaven. 

That question, and a few words about the con- 
ception of heaven which some Eastern religions 
taught (see ‘'’'he Lesson’s Missionary Meaning”), 
brought us quite readily to the further question, ‘* But 
what did Jesus teach us about heaven?” We tried 
to get the setting of Jesus’ discourse, and I. used 
Mrs. Howie’s facts about lack of dwelling accommo- 
dations in Palestine. 

‘* Houses like 45urs?’’ said a boy. We talked about 
that, and we found that we would expect the kind of 
a house or mansion which we have here if our bodies 
as we now know them were to go to heaven. But 
were they? I recalled a boy whom we all knew, who 
had recently died. I told them that I had looked on 
his body at the funeral, on Azs body, but he was gone. 
The boy we knew used to live in that body, but he 

.had left that body and gone on into eternity. We 
buried his body, but we didn’t bury him. His dwell- 
ing-place in heaven isn’t the kind of a dwelling-place 
that his earthly body would need. 

But Jesus taught one thing about heaven of which 
we’re sure: He would be there. And do you know, 
fellows, when I know that much, I know that heaven 
will be the place where I shall want to spend eternity 
—with Jesus. There’s nothing soft or unmanly about 
that. Never a truer, more manly man ever lived than 
Jesus, and he loved me enough to die for me; and 
he’s my present, everyday friend. So where he is, I 
want to be, and that’s heaven,—see the third verse. 

At the fourteenth verse I paused to question: Does 
that mean what it says? Yes, some one answered, 
unthinkingly. Then I gave some examples of selfish 
asking. Am I sure that I would get these? There 
was wavering, some doubt. We looked at the verse 
again—oh, ‘‘In my name.”’ Now I couldn't ask for 
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a purely selfish blessing in his name, could 1? And 
I couldn’t ask for a hurtful thing, or for a wrong thing 
inhisname,couldI? That which I believe to be right 
I-can ask for in his name: and if right, I'll get it. 
But let me tell you something. e Christian folks 
aren't suffering because we asked too much of God; 
oh my, no. We've never learned to ask enough. If 
you fellows who sit in this class would really learn 
the big lesson of asking God freely, the whole round 
world would hear of the ways in which God uses you. 


Home Work for the. Boys on Next Week’s Lesson 


1. Who are the three persons in the Trinity? 2. 
Who was to take Jesus’ place when he left the world ? 
3. How long would this new representative of God 
stay in the world? (Golden Text, John 14: 16.) 4. 
Find three things the Comforter would do. 5. Why 


was it best for the disciples that Jesus should go away ? 


% 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ARLY this year, when our new minister came, 
“he didn’t bring his family for a month, but 
waited until he had looked at many houses and 
found one which he thought would make a pleasant 
home for them. Then he went after them, and 
brought them to be with him, and the new home was 
a happy place. 

Have you ever moved? You didn’t pick out the 
new house, but trusted your parents. 

Several times, when jesus talked with his disciples, 
he said,‘‘ I must go away and leave you before long.”’ 
But they couldn’t believe that he meant it, 

That evening in the upper room, when they ate 
supper together, he told them more about it than 
ever before, because the time was drawing near. 

Many things had’ happened that night. (Recall 
the walk from Bethany, the passover supper, Jesus 
washing the disciples’ feet, and the talk afterwards. 

They were still in that upper room, where he had 
taught his disciples the new‘commandment, ‘‘ Love 
one another, as I have loved you.”’ (Show the pic- 
ture-roll, and let the children mention the details,— 
the pitcher, bowl, and towel still there; the supper 
over, but the dishes, etc., on the table; all the disci- 
ples—no, only eleven—are there, listening to every 
word that Jesus speaks. Who. is missing? Judas 
has gone somewhere, etc.) Jesus.says/chap, 13 :.33): 
‘: Little children, only a little while will I be with 
you,” etc. They all felt sorry.” ‘Peter’ said they 
would follow him anywhere. Jesus’ said (chap. 13°: 


36): ‘‘ Where I go you *cannot follow me how, but— - 
They couldn't! 


afterwards.” What did he mean,?: 
understand. Peter'said he could even dié'for Jesus’ 
sake. Jesus said;.‘‘:Let not your heart: be troubled,” 
etc. Then he explained what he meant, saying: 
“TI am going to My Father’s House (write that), 
where there is a place prepared for me. I am going 
to prepare a place for you, too, that where I am there 
ye may be also. I will come again to receive you 
myself. In my -Father’s house Are Many Man- 
sions ’’ (complete the text). He told them many 
things about it. He had taught them to pray, ‘*‘ Our 
Father, who art in heaven.” If he was to prepare a 
place for them there, they could say, ‘‘Our Father's 
house (change ‘‘my” to Qur). Another name for 
** Father’s house” is Home (add that and call atten- 
tion to the lesson-title. Because that home is to 
be with our Father in heaven, it is called ‘‘Our 
Heavenly Home”’ (complete the outline). 


IN 





MY FATHER’S OUSE 
OUR HEAVENLY OME 


ANY 
ARE Mansions 





‘his boy follows in his footsteps. 








When our little brother died, we used to love to 
sing, ‘‘Oh, think of the Home over there.” Jesus 
wanted his disciples to think of the beautiful home, 
preparing for them, and all who love him, too. 


‘* In that beautiful place he has gone to prepare 
For all who are washed and forgiven, 
And many dear children are gathering there, 
For of such is the Kingdom of Heaven.’’ 


When Thomas and Philip and other disciples asked 
Jesus some question about the heavenly home, he 
explained what they could understand. He was to 
leave them on earth for a while to tell other people 
about it, and to help them to get ready to go by and 
by. We save our love-gifts to send missionaries to 
other lands to tell people about it nowadays. 


‘* For thousands and thousands who stumble and fall 
Never heard of that beautiful home. 
I wish they might know there is room for them all, 
And that Jesus has bid them to come.”’ 


One day God showed John a vision of the Heavenly 
Home, and in the last book of the Bible (which John 
wrote) he tells us what he saw. (Read selected 
verses : Rev. 21: 2, 10-13, 21, 27, also 22: 14.) 
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Workers’ Questions Answered 








Alternating every other week with Mr. Marion Lawrance, General 
Secretary of the International Sunday School Association,who answers 
questions on the general work in the Sunday-school, other specialists 
will answer queries in their classified fields of work, as follows: 

The Adult Bible Class: W. C. Pearce, Superintendent of the Inter- 
national Adult Department. 

Primary Problems: Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes, International 
Elementary Superintendent. 

Temperance Teaching: Mrs. Zillah Foster Stevens, of the Interna- 
tional ‘Temperance Department. 

The Home Department: Mrs. Flora V. Stebbins. 

Parents’ P:oblems: Patterson Du Bois. 

Questions from readers to any of these writers should be addressed 
in care of The Sunday School ‘limes, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila., 





Ask Marion Lawrance! 


KANSAS.—1. Why is the boy out of the Sunday-school ? 
2. Why is the girl in the Sunday-school ? 

I assume that boys and girls over twelve years of 
age, or the intermediate age, are referred to, for the 
reason that in the younger years the number of boys 
and girls attending the Sunday-school is raore evenly 
divided. After the age of twelve is past, however, 
the disparity is more noticeable, and it is probable 
that, if we consider the ages from twelve to twenty, 
there are three times as many girls as boys in the 
Sunday-schools of the land. 

The following reasons for these conditions are 
gathered from the boys themselves. 

1. The schoo/s are too puerile. They are conducted 
for the most part as if they were intended for little 
children. The pupils are referred to as children from 
the platform. ‘Thus the big boy gets the idea that the 
Sunday-school is not intended for boys of his age. 

2. It is too often the case that the leaching in the 
Sunday-school has not advanced as the boy has ad- 
variced. Frequently the very same methods of in- 
struction are used with the boy of thirteen that were 
used with the boy of ten. He realizes that this is 
not the case in day-school, and in the comparison of 
the two schools which invariably follows in his own 
mind, the day-school is not the one for which he loses 
his respect. 

3. Many schools are wot managed as they should 
be. Little study is put upon the program and less 
upon the week-day activities of the school, It is 
often managed in a loose, slipshod fashion, which 
would ruin any business. The boy knows this, and 
because of it the school does not attract him as it 
otherwise would. ; 

4. Sunday-school workers have been long recogniz- 
ing the fact that the Sunday-school was made for the: 
boy, and not the boy for the Sunday-school. From 
time immemorial we have heard that the Sunday- 
school was the place to teach the Bible, when in reality 
it is the place to teach the pupils. In other words, 
the Bible should be made a practical book to the 
pupils of the school, and the teaching they receive 
from the Bible should be made to apply to their prac- 
tical everyday life in school, play and work. A Sun- 
day-school which does not make it easier for boys to 
be fair on the playground, diligent in study, kind to 
the weak and obedient to authority, is not fulfilling 
its mission. Indeed, the Sunday-school should aim 
to give the pupils the highest Christian ideal of life, 
and show them how to live it. This teaching should 
be practical, vital tryth, rather than mere platitudes. 

5. One of the chief reasons the boys are not in the 
Sunday-school is because their fathers are not there. 
The fathers are far more to blame than the boys 
themselves. No father has a right to complain that 
However, there is a 
new day coming, and more men are now turning their 
attention toward the Sunday-school than ever in the 
history of the world. When the men are there, there 
will be little difficulty in holding the boys. 

It is only relatively true that the girls are present, 
for in very large numbers they are absent. I will 
cite a few reasons, however, why the girls stick to 
the Sunday-school at this age rather than the boys. 

1. There are /arge porn, vl of women there, be- 
cause they more keenly appreciate the privileges 
and responsibilities of Sunday-school work than men. 

2. The girls remain longer under parental author- 
ity than the boys do, and are more easily governed. 
Many a girl will go to Sunday-school j Bose her 
mother insists upon it when her brother defies the 
authority and remains away. 

3. Sunday-school is a good place for the girl to 
develop her social qualities among her girl friends; 
whereas the boy seeks his enjoyment outdoors and in 
more masculine ways. 

4. The girls being with the mother more and in the 


‘home find it easier to study the lesson, and thus are 


prepared for the Sunday-school because in so many 
cases the mother studies the lesson as a teacher or a 
pupil. Consequently the lesson hour is not so much 
of a bugbear to the girl as to the boy. 

5. More girls than boys of this age are professing 
Christians. On this account they have a sense of 


obligation, and the services of the Sunday-school 
are really more enjoyable because they have a better 
motive in Sunday-school attendance and co-operation. 
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JESUS CHRIST 





HE publication and sale of an ever increasing 
number and variety of learned and devout 
books, teeming with novelties, concerning One 

who died nineteen centuries ago, proves his steadily 
augmenting power over men, indicates the perennial 
fascination of his person for creative minds, illus- 
trates the wealth of a character and influence 
in which so much territory remains unexplored 
after long ages of acute and fruitful inquiry,—and 
thus exhibits the marvelous patience of our God 
with the slow unfolding of Christian faith: the vital 
processes, of grace reduce a thousand years to a day, 
and make the otherwise tantalizing tardiness of Chris- 
tian conquest seem as natural and wholesome as the 
growth of a grain of wheat. 


Of the nine recent volumes here considered, an 
effective and altogether charming and satisfactory 
book of public addresses is Epochs in the Life of 
Jesus, by Professor A. T. Robertson, D. D., repro- 
‘duced from Chautauqua lectures, well worth pre- 
serving in this form. The book is compact, devout, 
judicious, fresh and_ vigorous, even fascinating. Its 
frame of extensive and accurate scholarship is so 
deftly hidden behind an uncommonly terse and 
popular style that untrained readers will not suspect 
how scholarly the book is, For the average Sunday- 
school teacher or other inquirer nothing better on this 
subject has come from the press. ‘The skill and dis- 
crimination shown by Dr. Robertson in wielding 
modern weapons is rather rare and altogether help- 
ful. Moot points are treated with a happy combina- 
tion of candor and caution. The pages sparkle, 
stimulate, and instruct, and never mislead (Scrib- 
ner's, $1.00, net; postage, 9 cents). 

A book of similar bulk but less conspicuous merit, 
also borrowed from public addresses, is Christ in 
the: Old Testament, Being Short Readings on Mes- 
sianic Passages, by B. W. Randolph, D.D., Principal 
of Ely Theological College, Canon of Ely, etc. The 
opening sentences of its Preface give a clew to its 
point of view: ‘‘The inevitable recoil from a too 
mechanical view of prophecy and, indeed, of inspira- 
» tion as a whole seems to be in danger of leading us 
into the opposite extreme.’’ The first chapter con- 
eludes thus: ‘* Let us then resolve never to disparage 
the Old Testament. Its morality is not that of the 
New Testament—no one even can seriously think 
that it is—but it prepared the way for Jesus Christ.” 
There are twenty-three of the ‘‘ Readings.” The book 
has a pronounced sacramentarian bias. Considered 
as addressed to an English audience of churchmen 
bewildered by current liberalism, it has weight, force, 
and aptness (Longmans, $1.25, net; postage, 8 cents). 

Quite different in many ways is The Creed of 
Jesus, by the Rev. Henry Sloane Coffin, D. D.,a 
‘Presbyterian pastor in New York City. We have 
here twelve sermons. The book is pervaded by the 
idea that the dynamic of Christianity furnishes the 
key to its problems; the title is taken from. a sermon 
on the Lord’s Prayer, in discussing which the preacher 
says: ‘'In the statement of our creed we must see to 
it that every clause is convertible into a plank of a 
working platform.” ‘The sermons are easy reading. 
Here are specimen sayings: ‘‘Every worrying 
person is a split self’; ‘‘ When we talk with people, 
instead of being absorbedly interested in them, 
there is apt to be a fraction of us hiding around 
the corner, age wey on the talking fraction 
and calculating the effect produced on the man we 
are talking to.”” There are twelve sermons, on ‘‘ Self- 
Consciousness,” ‘t Faith and Character,” ‘‘ Faith and 
Knowledge,” ‘‘ Cramped Lives,” ‘‘ The Unwearying 
Christ,” etc. This is the only book of this group 
not confined to specific discussions concerning the 
Messiah. (Scribner’s. $1.00, net; postage, 8 cents.) 

The next book on the list, Studies in the Inner 
Life of Jesus, ig Bown E. Garvie, D. D., principal 
of New College, London, is reverent, scholarly, orig- 
inal, and yorers with the painstaking care which 
its lofty and delicate theme demands. No other 
modern author has helped the present writer to so 
distinct and endearing a vision of our Lord, and to 
so strong and so fruitful a sense of his Mediatorship. 
It offers obstacles to digestion, particularly on the 
part of untrained minds not familiar with critical 
thought current in English circles. In mass it is the 
largest of the nine books. In erudite quotation and 
discussion, and in breadth of horizon, it is rivaled, 
among the ten, only by Warfield and Sanday (see 
below). Its frank hospitality for critical views not 
familiarized to the rank and file of earnest American 
readers, tends at first to shock and repel the average 
student, though it is to be noted that while fifty years 
ago these pages for this reason would have distressed 
and irritated most British Christians also, modern 
views have now become so naturalized among these 
that Dr. Garvie will doubtless be generally recog- 
nized by them as conservative and orthodox. 

In reading most British religious works Amer- 
icans need to keep sharply in mind this difference of 
critical and doctrinal atmosphere. Dr, Garvie holds 


firmly to the Virgin Birth, the resurrection, the 
deity of Jesus, and an objective atonement; but he 
goes far in questioning the validity of many New 
Testament utterances. Yet his thoughtin the entire 
book is saturated with reverence, and he avows that 
he has struggled through doubt to conviction. Thus 
his judicious commingling of penetrating and ex- 
tended exegesis, his engaging frankness and humil- 
ity, his affluence of Scripture quotation (almost 
rivaling Bunyan in this), will. make his volume a 
treasure-house for painstaking students of the Gos- 
pels. One of Dr. Garvie’s statements is suggestive: 
‘The holiest spot for the Christian church is Cal- 
vary. Glorying with the Christian church in the 
cross, we may ask ourselves whether the Christian 
church has done all it could do to understand the cross 
by penetrating with sympathy and devotion into the 
‘inner life’ of the Crucified.’”” Every one of the 
twenty-four chapters is full of meat, and, within the 
limitations indicated above, commends itself. Few, 
if any, can peruse the volume continuously and with 
care without being profoundly moved, intellectually 
and spiritually stimulated and fed, and crying out 
anew, with Thomas, ‘‘ My Lord and my God.” (Arm- 
strong. $2.25, net; postage, 13 cents.) 

The One Christ: An Enquiry Into the Manner of 
the Incarnation, by Frank Weston, B. D., is a book 
of uncommon merit written by a missionary ‘* buried” 
in the wilds of Africa. A devout and loyal church- 
man, he frankly limits his inquiry within the bound- 
aries of the ancient creeds, and naively posits priest 
and sacraments as vital. Still, he shows himself a 
devout thinker of rare originality. His book is a dis- 
tinct contribution to the religious literature of our 
time. He maintains the eternal Sonship, upholds 
the ancient doctrine of the Trinity with great acumen 
and force, and skilfully avoids obstacles which have 
exasperated earnest inquirers hitherto. If he has 
not spoken the final word on his great theme, at least 
he has said much that is new and pertinent. He 
treats all Scripture as on a level, giving to every 
statement in our Gospel records its surface value, as 
Garvie does-.net, In discussing the temptation he 
shows less perspective than Garvie. Both writers 
tend somewhat: to, minimize miracle without elimi- 
nating it. . Westen’s theory is suggested in this sen- 
tence (p. 152): ‘fhe Incarnate is the Son of God 
existing only under conditions of manhood.” Note 
these sentences also:' ‘‘His human nature... is 
manhood assumed by the Son” (p. 157); ‘God can- 
not be related to manhood and in manhood without 
a sense of humiiiation that passes measure” (p. 150); 
‘“He was able to feel and express astonishment” 
(p. 206). (Longmans, $1.60, net; postage, 10 cents.) 


The Life of Christ According to St. Mark, by 
W. H. Bennett, D.D., Professor in Hackney College 
and New College, London, runs parallel with Garvie 
and Weston (see above), so far as this is possible when 
discussion is confined to Mark’s Gospel. ‘The author 
says: ‘‘ The object is to present the impression of 
Christ which would be derived from St. Mark’s Gospel 
by a reader who had no other source of information.” 
Since Mark’s Gospel is held by most critics to bring 
us closest to the person of Jesus as he was seen by 
the first disciples, during his earthly life particularly, 
there is a certain advantage in confining one’s self, 
for the moment, to this — rtrait. Perusal of 
Dr. Bennett’s book implies and should be followed 
by a careful supplementary study of the other synop- 
tics and of John. The book is prepared with skill, 
its spirit is reverent, and the use of it as indicated 
can hardly fail to be helpful in sharpening our vision 
of the Master. (Armstrong, $1.75, net; postage, 11 
cents.) 


The Life of Christ in Recent Research, by Pro- 
fessor William Sanday, LL.D., Oxford, embraces 
reviews from The Expositor, some Cambridge lec- 
tures, and some supplementary matter, and is not 
surpassed in scholarship by any of the ten volumes 
here considered. Its origin imparts to it a certain 
fragmentariness. On pages 165, 166, one is gratified 
to find a wholesome correction of Harnack as to the 
genuine historic quality of Luke 1 and 2, the author 
maintaining these two chapters as ‘‘ essentially the 
most archaic thing in the whole New Testament”; 
the bearing of this on the Virgin Birth is evident. In 
tone and manner the book is tentative, leisurely, 
ironic, undogmatic. On page 249 the author brings 
evolution forcefully to the rescue of the objective 
atonement. The k presents a number of novel- 
ties. The divine transcendence is not dispensed 
with, but given a new setting. Emphasis is laid on 
God-in-us, with its correlative, man-in-God. The 
supernatural is not abandoned, but merged in the 
natural, transfiguring the natural and uplifting it to 
God. These hints may faintly suggest the dogmatic 
tendencies and affiliations of the volume. In reading 
Dr. Sanday one feels himself in presence of a vast 
wealth of erudition, transfused with a kindly spirit, 
saturated with devout loyalty to Christ and to the 
substance of Scripture, and handied with the familiar, 





almost airy, ease of a master; yet those who have 
hitherto confined their studies to traditional lines 
find themselves here out of sight of many familiar 
landmarks, and are sometimes tempted to wonder 
just where they are going to fetch up. Try this 
(p. 170): ‘‘I am prepared to contend that in the 
whole of chapter XII [Acts] St. Luke is really follow- 
ing a good authority. I ain not prepared to say the 
same thing about the exaggerated bit of hearsay as 
to the miracles at Ephesus.” Again (pp. 222, 223): 
‘*Ilam prepared therefore to believe that there may 
be some deduction to be made, on historical grounds, 


from the narratives of miracle in the Gospels. But. 


against this deduction on the one side is to be set a 
certain enhancement on the other.” (Here follows 
allusion to modern faith-healing, Christian Science, 
etc., with conclusion of the paragraph thus: ‘‘ From 
his [Jesus’] Person, if from any, we are sure that 
there went forth healing and power,” p. 223.) He 
refers (p. 175) to ‘‘the dissatisfaction that is coming 
to be felt in Germany with the liberal school of criti- 
cism that has been dominant so long.” Among re- 
cent authors whose works are passed in careful 
review are Burkitt, Bousset, offatt, Harnack, 
Schweitzer, Schmiedel, Herrmann, Julicher, Moberly, 
Illingworth, Inge, Dubose (an American author dis- 
cussed at length, and awarded high praise). The 
book is one for scholars distinctively. (Oxford Uni- 
versity Press. $1.75, net.) 


From most of the works reviewed in this page 
the reader whose beliefs are unquestioning will 
turn with a sigh of relief to Zhe Lord of Glory: 
A Study in the Designations of Our Lord in the 
New ‘Testament, with Especial Reference to His 
Deity, by Professor B. B. Warfield, D.D., LL.D., 
Princeton, a worthy product from the pen of this 
distinguished scholar. ‘There is no ‘‘ uncertain ut- 
terance”’ here. Neither is there want of scholar- 
ship. The footnotes, rich in erudite quotation, allu- 
sion, and discussion, cover practically the entire 
and enormous) field of modern inquiry on this sub- 
ject in all its phases. The wealth of Scriptural cita- 
tion in the text is prodigious, and the discussion of 
Scripture texts and terms is acute, of course, as 
must be expected from an exegete and theologiay of 
Dr. Warfield’s attainments &hd stat@ing. "Phe I 
is distinctivelyYand most effectively. polemic, but also 
it is helpfully expository. The style is pithy and 
pointed, making perusal easy and pleasant, through 
all the maze of modern learning here brought in care- 
ful review. 

On page 174 Dr. Warfield shows handsomely 
how modern critics are forced to concede that the 
essential Deity of Christ is imbedded in all four 
Gospels, not John’s alone. He justly concludes his 
review thus: ‘* The entire Christian community from 
the very first was firmly convinced of the Deity of 
our Lord. ... The ultimate proof of the Deity of 
Christ is just—Jesus and Christianity. If Christ were 
not God, we should have a very different Jesus and a 
very different Christianity. And that is the reason 
that modern unbelief bends all its energies in a vain 
effort to abolish the historical Jesus and to destroy 
historical Christianity. Its instinct is right; but its 
task is hopeless. e need the Jesus of history to 
account for the Christianity of history. The history 
of the world is the product of the precise Christianity 
which has actually existed, and this Christianity is 
the product of the precise Jesus which actually was. 
... We must have the Christianity of history and 
the Jesus of history, or we leave the world that exists, 
and as it exists, unaccounted for. But so long as we 
have either the — of history or the Christianity of 
history, we shall have a divine Jesus.” (American 
Tract Society. $1.50; postage, 15 cents.) 


The Teaching of Jesus Concerning His Own 
Person, by Wayland Hoyt, D.D., is dedicated to the 
author’s pupils in the Theological Seminary 6f Temple 
College, Philadelphia, and seems so plainly and hap- 
pily shaped to the ends of oral address, for the most 
part at least, as to suggest that the volume is the 
outgrowth of theological lectures delivered to earnest 
minds not disciplined be full traditional training in 
the classics and philosophy. As thus addressed and 
thus shaped, this brief but vivacious discussion of 
vital truths will appeal to a large class of devout in- 
quirers, and will prove stimulating and helpful to 
these, not to say to many others also. In theme, 
treatment, and conclusions the book runs, at different 
points and in varying degrees, parallel with the works 
of Warfield, Weston, and Garvie (see above). Dr. 
Hoyt, of course, is fully loyal to Scripture and the 
creeds.. His book is distinctly flavored with the 
unction and the rhetorical felicity always to be ex- 
pected from this celebrated preacher; also, it is redo- 
lent of piety, sound judgment, poetic feeling, and 
literary grace, and is as wide in its scholarly survey 
of modern literature on the subject treated as mest 
of the class of readers directly addressed will be 
likely to find profitable. (American Tract Society. 
75 cents.) 
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LESSON FOR MAY 3 (John 14) 





Charles G. Trumbull 


editor of The Sunday School Times, says: 
“The more thoughtful Bible student of 
to-day does not feel really safe in study- 
ing a Bible passage unless he works with 


The American 
Standard Bible 


Edited by the American Revision Committee 


in hand. It has been the accepted stan- 
dard for The Sunday School Times since 
its first appearance in 1901.” 

If the Editor of this 
great paper, devoted ex- 
clusively to Bible study 
and research, makes a 
statement like the above, 
do you not think you 
ought to have The Amer- 
ican Standard Bible in 
your home for your use 
and the use of your 
family? 

Ag pow, Bookseller for it, 


ican Standard E dition a Fm 5 
a Nelson & Sons.” Prices 35c. to $22.00 


Interesting Booklet Sent Free 


We have issued a booklet’ descriptive of The 
American Standard Bible which we will gladly send 
you if you will send us your name and address. It 
also shows the several styles in which this Bible 
is issued. 


THOMAS 5 NELSON & SONS 
ears 
37a East 18th Street, New York 


























Have you read 


Doctor Pell’s 


latest books, The Life Worth While and 

Little Guide-Posts in the Way to Life? 

Each $1.00 postpaid. Or what is better, 
Just to Get You to Try 


ELL’ 
NOTES 


we will send you either volume and the NOTES one 
year for a dollar bill, provided you order at once. 


Robert Harding Company, Richmond, Va. 





Teachers’ Bible 
4%3X6%, fine white paper, clear 
type, 60,000 references, concord- 
ance, illustrated dictionary, ready 
reference hand book, 4,000 ques- 
tions and answers. sseele 
Price, $1.50, postpaid. 
books equally as low. 
W.B. WENTWORTH 
29a Beacon ‘ St., Boston, Mass. 


Join Thousands who 
Study the Bible with 
DR. R, La TORREY and DR, JAS, M. GRAY 


Courses printed fully and only in 
The Pitts Tie—$1 a year, 12 numbers, 64 or 
more pagesineach. Every issue contains much 
other matter of real 4 to to all who love to read or study 
the Bible. Sample AGENTS WANTED. 
THE INSTITUTE Ti ry Place, Chicag 


A Training School for the Christian 
ar ord Ministry. Open to College Graduates 


of all denominations on equal terms. 


Theological 
Clurses in Sifntons and Keto Seminary 


Pedagogy ) t. 
Address ¢ THE DEAR, ios. Conn. 


























ont BELLS “=. 


Peal McSuane Ba Founsay Co., Bactmone, Mo. 


THE GREAT CHURCH LIG HT 


For eiectric, gas, or oil. Send 
dimensions. Book of Light and 
estimate free. 








Agents$103.50per month 
selling these wonderful Scissors. V. C. 
Giebner, Columbus, 0. cold 22 pairs in 
pours. made $18; youcan do it, we show CUTE WH by hn 3 
gow. Fass Ovi tit. § Themes Mig. Ce., 185 b Cit., Beyten, 8. 
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i. P. Frink, 55x Pearl St., New York. | 





| with the teaching. 


| 


} you say.’’ 


THE SUNDAY 


High-priced Teaching ' 


ber one day, ‘‘but I gave it up. I 
wasn’t a success.”’ 

And that set me to thinking. Not a suc- 
cess! I wonder why? He seemed to be 
above the average in some ways,—good face, 
brains, clean life, many friends. Really, 
now, why shouldn’t he succeed? But he 
passed beyond my range of vision before I 
found out. 

Not so with the question he raised, Some 
Sunday-school teachers are. failing now, it 
seems ; I wonder why. My thoughts turned 
to people who fell short in other efforts, and 
I sought an answer there. 


There was that young Benson; stopped 


just short of college because he said it would | 
Big, strong, brainy, no one | 


cost too much. 
to provide for but himself; it would have 
cost him some hard study and a few vacations 
spent in earning his tuition. But it came 
too high for Benson. 


Then there was Jim Hallock. He never 


had any doubt about the call to preach the | 


gospel ; but he frankly told me that a preacher 
must lead a life that he wasn’t willing to 
measure up to, and he is just a dawdler now, 
doing anything he can. 


have made a good preacher, too; but the 


*| price was higher than Jim was willing to pay. 


There—I see it. 
thing, isn’t it? 
many things if he is willing to pay the price. 
I wonder if that’s what’s the matter with 
some Sunday-school teachers I know—suc- 
cess is to be had, but 7¢ comes too high ! 

What is the price of successful Sunday- 
school teaching? Does it come too high for 
most of us to get it? Perhaps if I can really 
find out what it does cost, I shall make more 
effort to secure it. 

1. First, then, there is the heart prepara- 
tion. Some try to teach without it, but their 
words rattle a good deal as they talk. 
There’s the Bible itself; sought too often 
only for the ‘‘ place of the lesson’’ and for- 


It’s the price of the 


gotten between Sundays as spiritual food and | 


a daily guide. There’s prayer; how many 
teachers fail to take their pupils day by day 
to the Father in prayer, and come to:their 
classes from the society of chattering friends 


instead of from, their. knees in the secret | 


place? Costs something? Yes, indeed ; 
but it’s part of the price of good teaching. 

2. There’s the exemplary life. Not ‘the 
perfect life, mind you, else where would we 
get our teachers? But the life that squares 
The life that no one will 
ever think of challenging by—‘* What you 
are speaks so loudly that I cannot hear what 


| this thing which doesn’t hurt me does hurt 


| some offe else, I’ll quit it.’’ 


Costs? Yes, 


| it comes so high that many a teacher has quit 


___ rather than pay the price ; 


ored maps. ! 
Other | 


| cerning the boys or girls in the class. 
| a price to pay! 


and then he has 
comforted himself with the thought that he 
‘*wasn’t a success as a teacher.’’ And 
many a teacher now is conscious of impend- 
ing failure ; but—to ‘‘ give up that?’’ No; 
it comes too high. 

3. There’s the mind preparation. 
training to be a teacher; 
the teaching material for next Sunday’s les- 
son; the gaining of personal knowledge con- 
What 
books 


The 


Hours to be given; 


| to be read and studie®; evenings, when one 


longs to sit at home, to be spent in intimate 
social relationship with the scholars. To 


| become a musician, or a painter, or a lawyer, 
; one is willing to pay the price of toil-filled 


' years; but, 


| 


given a class and a ‘‘lesson- 
help,’’ behold some. have become teachers ! 
Here is asum in addition: Heart prepara- 


tion (‘‘Take time to be holy’’) + Right | 


living (‘*If meat causeth my brother to 
stumble, I will eat no flesh for evermore ’’) 
+ Mind preparation (‘* Give diligence to pre- 
sent thyself approved unto God, a workman 
| that needeth not to be ashamed, handling 
aright the word of truth ’’) = successful Sun- 
| day-achool teaching. 

An earnest teacher asks, 
| shall I begin ? 

1. Zhis minute, in seeking to draw near 
to God in earnest prayer and to find out the 
| Meaning of his revealed Word. 

2. This hour, in ridding the life of every 
entangling thing which has made of no effect 
that which I taught my scholars. 

3. This day, in starting to prepare myself 


How, where, 


=| to know the laws of teaching, to know the 


1 Little Talks—Number Two. 
phlet form, embossed cover, silk-sewn. Five cents a 
copy; fifty cents a dozen. The Sunday School 
Times Co., 103: Walnnt Street, Philadelphia. 


USED to teach,’’ said a church mem- | 


I think Jim would | 


A person can get a good | 


The life that is Paul-high—‘‘ If 


the mastering of 


Published in pam- | 


SCHOOL TIMES 


| scholars I teach and the laws of learning, 
| and to know the Book I teach as I’ve never 
known it before. 

| If either is put off, to begin it will be | 
| harder. And, high as the price is, it’s not | 
| beyond reach. I can pay it; 
Eugene C. Foster, Philadelphia, Pa. 





Children at Home 








Julia’s Shadow Party 
By Annie Louise Berray 


VERY one wondeed what Julia would 
have this year. 
the measles, and the year before she 

broke her arm, ‘It was now four days until | 
her birthday. 





The next morning, however, a lot of things | 


| did happen. Julia’s throat felt scratchy, and | 
her little face was speckled. 
| pox, Uncle Doctor said. 
came an invitation from Aunt Mate to dinner | 
the very day of Julia’s birthday. Julia knew 
that. the new Aunt, whom Uncle Rob had 


shall 1?7—| 


| 





Last birthday she had | 


It was chicken- | 
Just after he went, | 


| 


brought back from New York, would be there. | 


Julia was not so very sick, but Aunt Mate | 


lived at Red Bank, twenty miles away, and 
Uncle Doctor said she might take cold on the 
| way. Besides, neither Sara, nor Grace, nor 

Douglas had ever had the chicken-pox, so 
| every little while Julia would shut her teeth 
hard and count. When she saw mama leave 
she had to count to three hundred before that 
queer feeling went out of her throat. 

It was a long day in spite of everything 
Miss Esther and Uncle Doctor, who came 
twice, could do to amuse her. When mama 
came home she was in bed, and the lights 
were turned out in the nursery. But Julia 
could hear her moving about ; and she heard 
| the rustle of paper. After what seemed a 


to open her eyes.’ ‘Then she saw a wide strip of 
white on the wall opposite the foot of her 
bed. It looked like shadows on the paper. 
| She gave a cry of joy ; 





long time mama lighted the lamp and told her | 


there. at the end was | 


Grandpa St. John’s shadow, then came Aunt | 


| Sara’s, and so on, 


Mate’s, and mrama’s, and Uncle Rob’s, and | 


All the people who had been there had 


| sat between the light and the wall, where | 
mama hung:a piece of paper, and then drew | 
the outline of ‘the shadow and cut it out of | 
black paper. 

Julia could tell them all until she came | 
the very end. 
a while, then cried joyfully, 
know! It is my new Aunt!”’ 
just who it was. 


PASADENA, CAL. 


‘*T know! I 
And that is 


7 
Convention Calendar 
West Virginia, at Fairmont . April 21-23 
California, at Santa Cruz . . April 21-23 


Minnesota, at St. Paul . 


She puzzled over the shadow | 


April 21-23 | 


Western Washington, at Seattle. . April 27-29 
Oregon, at Forest Grove . . April 27-29 
Mississippi, at Greenwood . . . . April 28-30 
Eastern Washington and Northern 

Idaho, at Spokane . eine May 4-6 
Kansas, at Wichita . May 5-7 | 


Illinois, at staal Institute, Summer, 
School . . May 5 to August 3 
Idaho, at Boise. ... 





Montana, at ‘ May II-13 
Illinois, at Dixon... . May 19-21 
North Dakota, at Minot . . May 19-21 
Tennes ee, at Nashville . . « May 21, 22 
| Wisconsin, at Neenah-Menasha . . May 26-28 
Indiana, at Vincennes . . June 2-4 
Arkansas, at Little Rock . . June 3-5 
Nebraska, at Fremont. . June 9-11 
New York, at “ed ‘ June g-11 
Ohio, at Toledo . . June 9-11 
12th Triennial International 
Convention, at Louisville. . June 18-23 
Hawaii, at Hilo, Hawaii . . June 24-27 


Pennsylvania, at Pittsburg, Sum- 
mer School of Methods . June 28 to Juiy 3 
Iowa, at Marshalltown . . June 29 to July t 
| West Virginia, School of 
Methods, at Morgantown, June 29 to Julv 4 
Massachusetis, at Sagamore Beach, 


75 cts. 


May 6-8 | 


| Sunday-school Institute . . July 5-10 | 
New Jersey, at Asbury Park, School 
of Methods . re ae July 6-13 | 
Mexico, National, at Torreon, 
Coahnila . . July 8-13 


Arkansas, 7th District Summer 
School, at Searey . . 
| Ontario, at Alma College, St. 
‘Thomas Methodist Mis- 


sionary Summer School . . July 9-16 | 
| Ontario, Victoria College, Toronto, 
Summer School of Methods . . July 9-21 


| wick Lane, London, E. C. 









Helps the horses. 


Saves the wagon. 


teamster. 










Mica 
7 Axle Grease 
hasalong 
#/ wearing quality, 
! which makes it the 
most economical of all 
lubricants. Especially 
adapted to heavy wagons 
and hardteaming. Ask your \ 


\ 


dealer for Mica Axle Grease. \ 


STANDARD OIL COMPANY 
(Incorporated) 
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A “Home 
Comfort” Stove 


Have you solved the “Home 
Comfort” problem for this 
coming summer? 


Are you planning to put the 
coal range out of commission ? 


Will you do the family boil- 
ing, stewing and frying in a 
sane and restful manner over a 
stove that keeps the kitchen cool ? 
The heat from the 





NEW PERFECTION 
Wick Blue Flame Oil Cook-Stove 


is very powerful, but being concentrated at the opening on the top of the stove, all 
surface radiation (the cause of over-heating in a coal or wood stove) is avoided. 

Thus, though the ‘‘ New Perfection’’ Oil Stove is a weneueeny quick and 

. casy cooker, kitcen discomfort is almost entirely eli 

it. Nothing adds more to the 

than a ‘‘ New Perfection’ 

Made in three sizes, fully warranted. 


write our nearest agency. 





*. Ol 


The Kayo 


made—ornamental—not easily tipped 
over—has perfect combustion—greatest volume of light for oil 
consumed—burns longest with one filling. 

If not with your dealer, write our nearest agency. 


STANDARD OIL COMPANY 


(Incorporated) 
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minated by 
leasure of a summer at home 
Cook Stove in the. kitchen. 
If not at your dealer's, 


All that a lamp 
should be the 
Rayo is. Well 


LAMP 
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Children’s Day Music ®LOSSOMS BRIGHT 


A CANTATA FOR 





Music by 
Post, Nevin, and others. 


AN ENSIGN OF THE PEOPLE 


Price; $4.00 per 100; 
$4.25 postpaid. 


Children’s Day Harvest Home 

Flower Sunday or any 

Fourth of July Special Service 
jo cents per copy, $3.25 per dozen, 











72 returnable services of all Publishers sent on request. 
THE HEIDELBERG PRESS, 216 NORTH FIFTEENTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA, 


postpaid. 








New S. S. Songe for 1908 


oy :«¢ Fraise 


By Wm. J. Kirkpatrick and J. H. Fillmore. 

Up-to-date in ideas. The best ever. FREE 

Sample pages. Returnable book mailed. 

FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE, 528 Elm St., Cincinnati, OW 
or 41-43 Bible House, New York. 


HALLOWED HYMNS... 


=a ANKEY 


WORTH WHILE SEEING—EVEN OUT OF CURIOSITY 


100 sew songs VUST PUBLISHED Sczi-c: 
Boards $25—Cloth $30 per 100—35c & 40c postpaid 
Returnable ary matled to * earnest inguirers"’ 


THE BIGLOW & MAIN COs Now York or Chicago 














BORATED 
TALCUM 





Afositiv ¢ Relief a 
CHAPPED HANDS, CHAFING 


and all afflictions ofthe skin. 
“A little higher in price, per- 
“ haps, than worthless substi- 

tutes, but areason Sor tt.’ Delightful 
after shaving. Sold everywhere, or mailed on 
receipt of 25e. Get Mennen's (the original). 


Sample Free. GERRARD MENNEN COMPANY, Newark, N.2. 




















Children’s Day 
Services 


*NATURE’S MESSAGE 
*GARLANDS OF PRAISE 
SOLDIERS OF CHRIST 
cents per copy 


5 
Prices { 55 cents per dozen | Postpaid. 
$4.45 per hundred 
*Orchestrated, 1o instruments $1.00. Sample 
package, the above three and others sent for roc. 
TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. 
57 Washington St., Chicago. 150 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 














CHILDREN’S DAY SERVICES 


Summer Flowers and Song Send 6 cents 
By W. Stillman Martin in stamps 
All His Works Shall Praise Him ) for sample 
By W. A. Post copies. 
The Old Story in Song No, 2, The best song book 
published ; 228 selections. Cloth bound, $20 the hun- 


dred ; manilla bound, $12.50 the hundred. Send for a | 


returnable copy and special offer to Superintendents. 
The Praise Publishing Company, 308 Perry Build- 
ing, Philadelphia. Western Office, Fairbury, Llinois. 


CHILDREN’S DAY 
SONGS AND FLOWERS. Samples of 
VOICES OF CREATION. four for 
BEAUTY AND BLESSINGS. 
VOYAGE OF THE CHILDREN. 





stamps. 


(Get samples early; there is an unique feature this | 


year. Something new.) The Voice of Praise has a 
arge number of great songs for Children’s Day. 
$25.00 the hundred. Returnable copy free. 
Philadelphia, 1018 Arch St. 
4 A L L- ¥ A C 4 00.)8<~ York, 15¢ Fifth Ave. 


Chicago, 9% Dearborn St. 








When answering advertisements, ‘please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 
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For a Joyous Children’s Day 





The Reason Why 


A Recitation for a Boy or Girl 


“bene often wondered why it is 
That every one has trouble: 
A load, a heavy load at times ; 
At times the merest bubble. 


Yes, trouble comes to all on earth,— 
To kittens, chickens, children ; 

It sometimes comes so thick and fast, 
’Tis truly quite bewild’rin’, 


For instance, kittens have their dogs, 
And chickens have their weasels ; 

While children have the whooping cough, 
And croup, and mumps, and measles. 


These children’s pests are worst of ail,— 
They have no sense or reason, 

They come along on Children’s Day 
As any other season. 


And so it happens that to-day 
Our number is diminished ; 

I’ve told you just the reason why, 
And now my story’s finished. 


Oh, no, not quite,—another thing, 
True to the very letter : 

Each measly boy and mumpy girl, 
When well, will feel much better. 


From this a lesson all may learn, 
Though some won’t understand it: 
When trouble comes, ’tis ours for good, 

If only God command it. 


—Carl Pond, Angelica, N. Y. 
% 


Children’s Day and Flag Day 


Y¥ a happy coincidence, Flag Day, which 
comes every year on June 14, happens 
to fall this year on Children’s Sunday. 

There seems to bea special opportunity in 
it for every Sunday-school to emphasize home 
missions, or religious patriotism. 

Much is gained by the use of visible sym- 
bols in teaching, and the annual observance 
of Flag Day in the public schools has made 
every child in the land familiar with the 
meaning of the beautiful emblem he is taught 
to honor. Children who can speak only 
broken English sing ‘‘My country, ’tis of 
thee,’’ as fervently as if they had never known 
any other; while our little home- born 
**citizens of to-morrow”’ seem to give their 
pledge to the flag, when it is called for, as 
solemnly and earnestly as if they were about 
to lay down their lives for it. The salute to 
the flag, as it is sometimes given by large 
bodies of boys and girls who have been 
trained and drilled for the ceremony, is one 
of the most impressive sights one can hope 
to witness, 

Now all this enthusiasm and reverence can 
be turned to fine account on this special 
Children’s Sunday, by making it a mission- 
ary Sunday. Home missions, it may well be, 
since patriotism is a matter of devotion to 
one’sowncountry. The superintendent who 
plans with this central idea in mind will see 
that a large, clear map of all our possessions 
is in full view from the platform. On it let 
tiny flags indicate those places where Chris- 
tian patriotism has kindled the light of the 
gospel, through home mission churches or 
Sunday-schools which it has established. Let 
some one with a genius for narration tell the 





12 cen‘s in | 


story of some of these missions. Nothing 
| could be more thrilling or enthralling. Not 
| one in a hundred, young or old, knows the 
| fascination and romance of missions, It is 
| the right of all these boys and girls to know 
—when could be found a better time to in- 
troduce them to it? 

One hesitates to recommend that letters 
be read, and yet there are a few ‘‘ born letter- 
| writers.’’ Bright, scrappy bits from such a 
correspondence will give just the needed note 
of reality, and, if possible, a little account of 
| the daily life and surroundings of the writer 
should be given. Perhaps it would be just 
the time to ask the school to adopt that 
special missionary as its representative in 
| patriotic home mission work for the year. 

All this can be beautifully combined with 
the Children’s Day celebration by linking it 
with the thought of the Sunday-school as a 
center of missionary effort, and that in turn 
as the very heart and soul of patriotism. As 


m 





to the special form it will take, the superin- 
tendent must determine. There are exercises 
on the market which particularly plan for 
this sort of an observance. Those who do 
not care to bind themselves to these will find 
it an easily worked theme, full of inspiring 
and spontaneous suggestions. We urge on 
all superintendents the plan of a patriotic and 
a missionary observance of Children’s Day 
for this particular year, since the opportunity 
for it is so temptingly offered.—Anna Burn- 
ham Bryant, Roxbury, Mass, 
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In the Primary Department 


RIMARY department children will get 
little benefit from general anniversary 
or Children’s Day exercises intended 

largely for older scholars and adults, and 
they should not be asked to take more than 
a very limited part in such. They may pos- 
sibly be present for a short time, and engage 
as a department in some of their own usual 
exercises, but very special preparation should 
not be necessary. Public recitations for 
children are of doubtful value, and are gen- 
erally out of place. Nearly all such exhibi- 
tions are forced and unnatural, and are apt 
to engender egotism and the love of praise. 
It seems much wiser for the children to have 
suitable exercises in their own familiar 
rooms; and even these must be carefully 
guarded lest some foreign and unnatural 
element should get in and spoil the atmos- 
phere. Special services should tend to create 
an atmosphere even finer, more reverential 
and impressive, if possible, than ordinary. 

The following program, originally pre- 
pared for Flower or Cradle Sunday, is espe- 
cially fitting for Children’s Day in the primary 
department : 

The decorations of the room should be 
rather extensive, but they need not be costly. 
They should consist mainly of flowers, and 
these .are .plentiful in the. summer-time. 
Most of the flowers should be supplied by 
the children themselves, with perhaps the 
help of the teachers. A good idea would be 
to organize a flower gathering expedition for 
the day before, each teacher taking her little 
class into the country to gather the wild 
flowers. All the flowers should be left at 
the school on Saturday evening to be ar- 
ranged for the following day. All kinds and 
colors of flowers should be accepted. Won- 
ders can be done with the poorest by careful 
arranging, Green plants (palms, ferns, etc.) 
should be borrowed and banked against the 
superintendent’s table and the piano to form 
a background to set off the cut flowers. The 
Cradle Roll should be festooned with blooms, 
Beneath it might be placed a real baby’s 
cradie elaborately trimmed in the same way. 


1. Opening March (page-62 in ‘*Songs of 
the Seasons’’). 

2. Superintendent’s Greeting. 

3. Prayer: 


‘* Father in Heaven, bless thy little children, 
Gathered before thee on this happy day. 
For the morning sunshine, for the day we 
thank thee, 
Oh, Son of Love, shine in our hearts we 
pray.”’ 


4. Bible Reading. Psalm 118 : 24, 29. 


‘* This is the day which the Lord hath made: 
We will rejoice and be glad in it.’’ 

‘*O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good : 
For his mercy endureth forever."’ 


** All the Happy Children.’’ 


** All the happy children gladly join our song, 
Rising to the Father in a chorus strong. 
Birds are brightly singing, leaves are opening 

wide, 
Flower bells are ringing forth on every side. 


5. Song. 


‘* See the sky above us, spread so warm and 
blue ; 
So God's love is reaching over me and you. 
Father, dear, we thank thee for long summer 
days, 
For the birds and flowers, for the grassy 
ways. 


‘* All the happy children thank thee, Father, 
dear, 
For this day for children out of all the year. 
We would still remembor we are thine alone. 
He who made the summer, made us every 
one."' 


—Songs for Little People. 
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LESSON FOR MAY 3 (John 14) 
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At the third line of the second verse the 
children bow the heads and fold the hands. 

6. Birthday Exercise. The birthday child 
is given as many flowers as he is years old, 
as he stands before the class. 

The following prayer is used : 


‘* Our Father, we thank thee 
That all the year through 
Thy goodness hath blessed him (her) 
With gifts ever new. 


‘* Our Father, we pray thee 
Be thou ever near, 
And oh, do thou give him (her) 
A happy new year.”’ 


7. Beginners leave, singing as they go. 

8. Processional and Offering. The march 
should be a special one, something more than 
the ordinary weekly march; for example, 
winding in and out between the rows of 
chairs. 

g. Lesson Time. Tell the children the 
story of the glad day long ago, when Jesus 
took the little ones in his arms and blessed 
them. As illustration of the lesson show a 
copy of Plockhorst’s or Hofmann’s ‘Christ 
Blessing Little Children,”’ 

1o. Scripture reading and repeating of the 
Golden Text. 

Matthew 19: 13, 14, 15, is read by the 
superintendent, and verse 14 once more re- 
peated by all. 

11. Lesson Song. ‘I think when I read 
that sweet story of old.’’ 

12. Cradle Exercise. The mothers must 
be invited beforehand to bring the Cradle 
babies for the brief Cradle Roll exercise. 
The tiny ones enter, and are welcomed by 
the superintendent, while the children sing 
the pretty Cradle Song, ‘‘ Babies One Year 
Old’’ (Sunday Songs for Little Singers ’’). 
Then each mother is given a flower for her 


spectators. So far as consistent with the 
purpose of the day these services should be 
novel. Of course, where there is to be sing- 
ing in unison, or recitation of Scripture in 
concert, this must be prepared beforehand 
by the school as a whole or by those de- 
partments which are expected to participate.’’ 
—From **Children’s Day,’ by W. F. Me- 
Millen, D.D. 
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The Coming of the Master 


An Exercise for Children’s Day 


YOUNG girl advances tothe platform 
and gives the following poem : 


The Saviour came down the pathway 
The spreading palm-trees made, 

And passed out into the sunlight 
Where little children played. 

And his footfall stole like music 
Upon their hearts that morn, 

And into their souls the spirit 
Of heav’nly peace was born. 


They bore unto him bright flowers, 
They circled round his feet, 

They filled the soft air with laughter 
And prattle pure and sweet. 

bi. 4 crept to his breast in gladness, 
Closely they pressed his hand, 

For the love in his face so tender 
Their hearts could understand. 


So into the holy keeping 
Of Christ the children came, 
And forevermore he claimed them, 
And cherished each by name. 
And just as of old the Master 
Comes over the hills to-day, 
And ye who love him may follow 
Where’ er he shews the way. 


A band of children bearing flowers enter 
the rostrum from both sides, singing as they 
come ;: 


USED IN MILLIONS OF HOMES. 


Dissolves instantly, polishes quickly, goes farther, and lasts 
fonger on the stove than any other stove polish ever made. 
Makes old stoves look like new.. Try a cake and you will Be 
surprised hy the results. Nothing like it for stoves. 


MORSE BROS., Props. ° e 


” Canton, Mass., U.S.Aa 











Another child steps forward and continues : 


With songs as blithe as the bird-notes, 
With strewing of delicate flowers, 
We sing of thy love, blest Redeemer, 
Through childhood’s radiant hours. 
We ask thee to guide us forever, 
Lest from thee our footsteps should stray ; 
We ask thee to bless us and keep us 
Upon this, our happiest day. 
The Master is coming, is coming. 
‘The Master is coming this way ! 


All unite in reciting : 


Hail to thee, Lord Jesus! 
In heavenly places, King ! 
Hail to thee, Lord Jesus! 
Of thee we gladly sing. 
Hail to thee, Lord Jesus! 
Our songs of love we bring, 
Our gifts we lay 
On Children’s Day 
In this thy house of prayer, 
In memory, 
O Christ, of thee, 
Till we thy coming see. 


The use of many flowers in children’s ex- 


| ercises adds greatly to the beauty of the occa- 


sion. 
While passing from the platform, the chil- 
dren scatter their blossoms on the edge of 
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JUST ISSUED 


The 
Unfolding 
Life 


By Antoinette 
Abernethy Lamoreaux 


introduction 
By Marion Lawrance 


Here is a book in 
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baby. Immediately after this the babies are Jesus Comes the rostrum, and place them about the altar. i 
i taken away. sts aii _— Selected children may place, during the all its chapters as ’ 
} 13. Closing Prayer. The last verse of sisledy + “Sn Che onset by and by. closing song, sprays of flowers upon the 


Jesus comes to the children to-day, 
For he loves them as he did of old. 


altar. 
The children leave the platform singing 


the song, ‘All the Happy Children.” simple and as charm- 


‘* All the happy children thank thee, Father, 





The 





ear, rs 

For this day for children. out of all the year. 

We will still remember we are thine alone, 

He who made the summer made us every 
one.”’ 


—From ‘* The Primary Department,’’ by 
Ethel J. Archibald (Published by The Sun- 
day School Times Co. ; 50 cents.) 


% 


Preparation and Rehearsal 


N EVERY case rehearsals should bé 
made during the week, and before the 
Sunday, so that this day and God’s 

house will not be robbed of their spirit of 
worship. Dignify the day as much as is con- 
sistent with its joy and youth. The music 
should be inspiring and uplifting, not mean- 
ingless ditties; music which, in connection 
with the words, should stir the heart to nobler 
and purer purposes and desires; music of 
which it could be said, as a brother said of a 
minister’s sermon, ‘‘It was religiously in- 
clined.’’ The music for this sacred day 
should have a positive religious purpose. It 
should not be childish but childlike ; digni- 
fied, but not too heavy and fervid for the 
ordinary utterance of the child mind. 

Dr. McKinney says: ‘*The committee 
should endeavor, so far as possible, to have 
those, who heretofore have not been promi- 
nent in Children’s Day exercises, take most 
of the program. It is as surprising as it is 
remarkable, how much undeveloped talent 
there is to be found in the average Sunday- 
school, and how easy it is to bring this talent 
into play where there is an intelligent ac- 
quaintance with the pupils, and careful 
planning for what is to be done. 

‘While the general theme of the Chil- 
dren’s Day program may be known and 
well advertised, it will be helpful to keep as 
secret as possible its particulars. In order 
to do this, the training and rehearsing should 
not take place before the school. If possible, 
only those who are actually to take part, with 
their trainers, should know the details of 
what is to be done on Children’s Day. Thus 
the element of curiosity, which enters so 


He would fold them close to his breast, 
All the sheltered lambs of his fold. 


CHORUS 


Jesus comes! Jesus comes! 
The Life, the Truth, and the Way ; 

Jesus comes! Jesus comes ! 
Jesus comes to the children to-day. 


Jesus comes to the children to-day, 
Down the paths where the prattle is heard, 
And with gladness he watches their play, 
And he blesses them with his Word. 





Jesus comes to the children to-dav, 

And he lists to their prayers and their song, 
While he seeks by the guidance of love 

To keep ev'ry child pure and strong. 


Jesus comes to the children to-day, 
O beautiful Saviour ! we come 


; ‘To meet thee that thou mav’st lead 


Each loved little child of thine home. 


| forward and recites : 


We come with singing. 
Our child hearts bringing, 
O Christ, to thee. 
And we do pray 
- That thy guiding love 
May shine upon us from above 
This Children’s Day. 


We come with singing, 

Our child hearts bringing, 
O Christ, to thee. 
And we do pray 

That thy gracious care 

May bring our hearts to thee in prayer 
This Children’s Day. s 


We'come with singing, 

Our child hearts bringing, 
O Christ, to thee. 
And we do pray 

‘That thy peace fall 

In richest blessing over all 
This Children’s Day. 


The Coming of the Master 
A child recites in a happy voice : 





The birds that sing in the tree-tops, 
‘The blossoms that bloom bv the rills, 

Tell me that the Saviour is coming 
From over the Judzean hills. 

So my own little feet must be ready 
‘lo go on glad errands each dav, 





A child in the center of the group steps | eaiteh dstaher. 





| frighten me terribly. 


softly the chorus of the little song, ‘* Jesus 


comes,’’—Marie Zetterberg Jelliffe, Galva, | 


Jllinots. 








Didn’t Know 
That Coffee was Causing Her Trouble 


So common is the use of coffee as a 


beverage, many do not know that i1t is | 
the cause of many obscure ails which are | 


often attributed to other things. 


The easiest way to find out for one- | 
| self is to quit the coffee for a while, at | 
A Virginia lady | 
found out in this way, and also learned | 


least, and note results. 


of a new beverage that is wholesome as 


well as pleasant todrink. She writes : | 


‘*IT am 40 years old and all my life, up 
toa year anda half ago, I had been a 
About ten years ago, 
I had dyspepsia so bad that often the 


coffee I drank would sour on my stomach | 


and I could not retain it. 


‘“‘Severe headaches and heart weak- | 


ness made mie feel sometimes as though 
I were about to die. 
cup or two of hot coffee, not knowing it 
was harmful, my heart would go like a 
clock without a pendulum. 
times it would almost stop and I was so 
nervous I did not like to be alone. 

‘If I took a walk for exercise, as soon 
as I was out of sight of the house I'd 
feel as if I was sinking, and this would 
My limbs would 
utterly refuse to support me, and the 
pity of it all was, I did not know that 
coffee was causing the trouble. 

‘*Reading in the papers that many 
persons were relieved of such ailments 
by leaving off coffee and drinking Pos- 
tum, I got my husband to bring home a 
package. We made it according to di- 
rections, and I liked the first cup. Its 
rich, snappy flavor was delicious. 


‘“T have been using Postum about | 


eighteen months and, to my great joy, 
digestion is good, my nerves and my 
heart are all right, in fact, I ama well 
woman once more, thanks to Postum.” 


After drinking a | 


At other | 


ing as its title. 
author has adroitly 
stated the laws of 
child nurture in sim- 
ple terms, and one 
who longs to know 
the essential truths 
in this field may here 
read them 
nating form. 
a 

The book is equally 
valuable for parents 
or teachers. Neither 
can know the child’s 
needs without know- 
ing the facts which 
this book states in 
such invitingiy sim- 
ple form. 

a 

The study of “The 
Unfolding Life” will 
itself be a process of 
unfolding knowledge 
—so skilfully has the 
work been done. 


in fasci- 


75 Cents, Net, Postpaid 


Tue Sunpay ScHoo.t Times Co. 
1031 Walnut St., PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 


largely into the enjoyment of what is to come, And my little hands must be willing 


will be taken advantage of, and the services 
of the day will be new to the majority of the 


‘Yo serve him at work and in play. ee There's a Reason.” Name given by 
The Master is coming, is comi ig, Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. Read 
The Master is coming this way ! ‘* The Road to Wellville,” in pkgs. | 
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THE MAYOR 
SPOTLESS TOWN 


This is the Mayor of Spotiess Town, 
The brightest man for miles around. 
The shining light of wisdom can 
Reflect from such a polished man, 
And so he says to high and low: 
‘‘The brightest use SAPOLIO."’ 


Some one must direct the affairs of 
the city. Equally important is the 
cleanliness of the smallest home in 
thatcity. If thiscan be accomplished 
by onal exertion, at small expense, 
so much the better. A cake of 


SAPOLIO 


in the hands of a bright, active woman 
will keep a house clean enough for 
the Mayor to live in. 














FIND OUT WHAT 
gore, home dealer gets 
f 2x6-foot 


SOLD ¥! oe 
Before you build get our prices on dvore, sack, 


windows, feng Seeley 3 etc. These im- 
u have touse in building. 
. you ha 
l rladl 
such 


penny’ architeot’s complete plans 

be ony ing as an architect would charge 

du at least $100.00 for. It will he our carpenter 
mensely and make qn ordinary $1,000.00 house cost 
about $700.00. For full parpculare look under the 
herd of “Mill-Work” in our Big Catalogue. If you 
haven't one, w your neighbor's; otherwise in a 
to nd m Great iCAGO 








Gam SEARS, ROEBUCK & CO., CH 


DIVINITY COURSE AT HOME. Write Pres. C. 





J. Burton, Christian College, Uskaloosa, lowa. 





Lost $300 


Buying Medicines when Right Food was 
Needed 


Money spent for ‘‘ tonics” and ‘* brac- 
ers"’ to relieve indigestion while the poor 
old stomach is loaded with pastry and 
pork, is worse than losing a pocketbook 
containing the money. 

If the money only is lost it's bad 
enough, but with lost health from wrong 
eating, it is hard to make the money 
back. 

A Mich. young lady lost money on 
drugs, but is thankful she found a way 
to get back her health by proper food. 
She writes : 

‘‘I had been a victim of nervous dys- 
popes for six years, and spent three 
hundred dollars for treatment in the at- 
None of it did me} 








tempt to get well. 
any good. 

‘Finally I tried Grape-Nuts food, and 
the results were such that, if it cost a 
dollar a package, I would not be without 
it. My trouble’ had been caused by 
eating rich_food such as pastry and pork. 

‘‘The most wonderful thing that ever 
happened to me, I am sure, was the 
change in my condition after I began to 
eat Grape-Nuts. I began to improve at 
once, and the first week gained four 
pounds. ‘ 

‘‘I feel that I cannot express myself 
in terms that are worthy of the benefit | 
Grape-Nuts has brought to me, and you 
are perfectly free to publish this letter | 
if it will send some poor sufferer relief, 
such as has come to me.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 





Creek, Mich. Read ‘‘The Road to | 
Wellville,” in pkgs. ‘‘There’s a. Rea- 
son.” 


| to far-distant places, 


| share,"’ 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, May 3. Songs of the Heart. V. 
The silver lining of dark clouds 
(Psa. 42, 42). Consecration 
Meeting. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MON.—Lot's silver lining (Gen. 14 : 14-16). 
TUES.— Daniel's silver lining (Dan. 6: 


16-22). 
WED.—The apostles’ deliverance (Acts 5 : 


17-20). 
‘THURS.—Job’s gleam of brightness (Job 5 : 


17-19). 

FRI.—Deliverance from foes (Psa. 106: 
42-48). 

SAT.—Deliverance from death (Psa. 56: 
9-13). 











Mention some clouds that have been dark to 
you or others. 


Tell of unexpected deliverances from trouble. 
Tell how trouble itself has brought joy. 


HE darkest of all clouds are the clouds 
of sin, These are our chief confusion, 
Where did they come from? If they 

came from man, why was man made capable 
of such darkness and evil? These are ques- 
tions too deep for us. But sin is here, and 
the curse and shame of it and the pain that 
it brings are the awful facts of life. Can 
there be any silver lining tothis cloud? Yes, 
even to this, 


‘* Peace, perfect peace, in this dark world of sin, 
The blood of Jesus whispers peace within.” 


But even when our hearts have been given 


| peace in a world of sin, and all the more 


because they have found this secret, they are 


| burdened and shadowed by the sense of 


duty to others. We wish,to do right, but so 
many things crowd in upon us. A cloud of 
duties takes the place of the cloud of sins. 
Can there be any brightness under such an 
awful pressure ? 


‘* Peace, perfect peace, by thronging duties 
pressed 
To do the will of Jesus, —this is rest.’’ 


But if we do his will, do disappointments 
never come ? 
He himself was the Man of Sorrows. Our 
loved ones are taken just as those of others. 
We strive and fail in what we are sure are 
true and honest purposes. 
us others’ griefs and pains press upon us, 
Can we find any light or cheer here ? 

‘* Peace, perfect peace, with sorrows surging 
round, 

On Jesus’ bosom nought but calm is found."’ 


But it is a great world, and duty calls us | 


far away. We cannot stay with those we 


love or would help, to be ourselves their com- | 


fort and defense. Sometimes we have to go 
Missionaries leave 
their homes, and later their children must be 
sent back alone, just when they need fathers 


and mothers most, is there any silver side 


| to this cloud ? 


‘* Peace, perfect peace, with loved ones far 
away, ; 
In Jesus’ keeping we are safe and they."’ 


But how uncertain all life is! If all is 


well now, how long will it beso? The com- | 
plete family circle will be broken. Prosper- | 
| ity will flee. Health will fail. The future | 


is all mystery and insecurity. 
be glad in a world of constant peril and 
change ? 


‘** Peace, perfect peace, the future all unknown. 
Jesus we know, and he is on the throne.” 
x 
And so we need not fear. Behind all 
clouds the face of God is shining. The 


clouds cannot destroy him, and faith is meant | 
| to be the power to pierce the clouds, and to 


see behind them and within them the never- 
failing love of God, 

Let us recall these other hymns : 

‘* Jesus, lover of my soul,"’ ‘* He leadeth me, 
O blessed thought,"’ ‘‘O holy Saviour, Friend 
unseen," ‘‘O love divine, that stooped to 
‘*God is love. Hus mercy brightens,"’ 
‘A mighty fortress is our God." 


We need not fear. 
God js all-and in all. 


Yes, there will be sorrows. | 


And all around | 


How can we | 


mail-order days.) 


days of mail-order competition. 


application. Address 





In the increasing demand for Estey Pianos all over the country we fre- 
quently are obliged to take in part exchange an Estey Cabinet Organ which 
has been in a home or a church or a chapel for a number of years. 
respects these organs are as good as new, and only. needa little repair. 
The cabinet work as well as musical quality is invariably found to be better 
than that of organs of other makes which are flung together to sell in these 


We have on hand now at least fifty of these excellent second-hand 
organs, which we have decided to offer to needy churches and Sunday- 
schools entirely without charge except for transportation and necessary re- 
pairs, which latter will average not more than a quarter of their actual value. 

Any church or Sunday-school desiring one of these instruments on 
these terms will receive one as far as they go and in the order of their 


ESTEY COMPANY, 1118 Chestnut St., Philadeiphia, Pa. 


Fifty 2d-Hand Estey 


(Better than new of other 
makes in these rush-work 


Organs 


FREE 


In most 











INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 


Made of several materials. Write 
for particulars. Ask for catalogue 
No.21. George H. Springer, 
Manager, 258 and _260 Washing- 
ton Street, Boston, Mass. 


Pews, Pulpits, Altar Chairs 

Sunday-school Seats, portable 

chairs, collection plates, com- 

munion tables, lodge furniture, 

Ve) etc. Ask for big catalog No. so. 

E. H. Stafford Manufac- 
turing Co., Chicago, lil. 
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Don’t 
Speculate 


with your savings. You ought to 

have all the interest your money can 

earn—but you must have safety. 
This Company issues 


Certifcates of Deposit 


in amounts of one hundred dollars or 
more, running for two years and 
bearing 6 percent interest. Abun- 
dant real estate security absolutely 
safeguards your investment. Interest 
checks are mailed to depositors every 
six months. Certificates are nego- 
tiable and may be realized upon read- 
ily at any time. 


Write for the book giving full details. 


The Calvert Mortgage and Deposit Co., 
1064 Calvert Building, Baltimore, Md. 


























WY NEW YoRK ¥ 
LAND OWNERSHIP 


Has produced more permanent fortunes ie | 
than any other source of investmént. 

| The Astors, Goelets, Rhinelanders, 

| and many others bought farm lands, 

held them until used for residence and 

business, and 


They Still Own Them 


The New York Realty Owners Co. has 
| for twelve years successfully followed 
theirexample. It owns nearly $3,000,000 
worth of lands, besides paying share- 
holders a million dollars. The Com- 
pany enables individuals to secure the 
large profits which are gained from 
Land Ownership under the best con- 
ditions, and it secures such profits to 
those who wish to invest small sums 
for accumulation during a term of 
years, as well as for those who wish to 
receive the largest income from in- 
vestments of $100 to $10,000. 


Ss) Ask for Booklet T. 


A 
INEW YORK REALTY 
G& OWNERS Co. § 


489 FIFTH AVENUE, N. Y. 









For Bible Students 


ADDRESS ON DEVELOPMENT OF THE 

MEMORY. Mailed free to introduce educational 

works. Mention this paper for leaflets on Memorizing 

a Soa The Memory Library, 14 Park Place, New 
ork. 








Pictures 


BEAUTIFUL HALF-TONE REPRODUCTIONS 
of Photographs of Holy nd Views, Utensils 
and Furnishings illustrating Oriental manners and 
customs, with occasional reproductions of famous 
oe og Plotumpe for ro cents, These Pictures 
are back numbers of the well-known “‘ Sunday School 
‘Times Lesson Pictures.”’ bei have been assorted 
into packages of twenty-five each, and will be sold for 
the nominal sum of 10 cents; 12 packages (a total of 
300 pictures) for One Dollar; postage prepaid in either 
case. Send at once. ‘he Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 103z Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





After the International Sunday- 
School Convention (Louisville, 
Ky., June 18-23), a good many 
Sunday-school workers will vainly 
wish that they had been there. 

Why should you be among 
those who thought of going, didn’t 
go, and lost a great experience ? 

If you have never attended an 
International Sunday-School Con- 
vention, it’s hard to make clear 
just how it does arouse and en- 
lighten and encourage the Sun- 
day-school worker who is there. 

The leaders are there—men and 
women who are giving themselves 
unsparingly to the making of bet- 
ter Sunday-schools. 

Strong speakers are there—men 
and women whose wide experience 
is put into words for you. 

Some of the most inspiring sing- 
ing you ever heard in your life you 
hear at the International, — and 
how that lingers in the memory ! 
“Phe workers from the ranks are 
there—men and women from all 
parts of the North American Con- 
tiner’ vho are serving in schools 
large .d small, incity and country. 

And why should you be absent ? 
Does the expense stand in the 
way? That may not be so much 
of an obstacle as you think. 

The Sunday School Times has 
a plan by which it wishes to pro- 
vide for your expenses in attend- 
ing the Convention. A_ postal 
card asking about;the Louisville 
Expense Plan will bring you full 
particulars. 

THE SunDAY ScHOOL Times CoMPANy. 
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